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The Danish trading station
on the Coromandel Coast

In 1620, representatives of the Danish king
visited Raghunatha Nayak, King of Thanjavur.

He invited them to settle in Tranquebar and build
Fort Dansborg and gave them permission to
trade in his kingdom.

The Danes paid an annual tribute to the king of
Thanjavur until the Danish trading station

was taken over by the British in 1845.

The map is drawn in 1798 by Danish Governor
Peter Anker.

The red border marks the fortified town of
Tranquebar and the surrounding territory of
fourteen villages, first allotted to the Danes.
The rest of the villages shown on the map
were later included in the territory as collateral
for loans to the king of Thanjavur.

The Shiva temple in Thillaiyadi is in the left corner.
The right corner shows fortified Tranquebar
with large merchant ships on the sea.
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