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1. Aim of SILA

The aim of SILA is to conduct research on Arctic and Nozth Atlantic archaeology on the
highest intetnational level. The shared collections and archives of the national museums in
Denmatk and Greenland provide the starting point for SILA’s research. The purpose is to
strengtheri the scientific environment and recruit new researchers to the discipline.
Furthermore, SILA anchors Arctic and North Atlantic archaeology at the National Museum
of Denmark, thus paving the way for research continuity beyond the initial phase (2000 —
2003) of the centre.

2. Annual Report 2003 and Final Report

This report covers the fourth and final year of SILA’s activities duting the first centre period.
The repott is aimed at members of the centre council (Det Faglige Rad’), the administration
of the National Museum, the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation, and the
external collaboration partners as well as international reviewers.

Popular descriptions of the activities of SILA are found in, e.g,, 'NYT fra Nationalmuseet’
(News from the National Museum). Readers are encouraged to visit SILA’s homepage
(www.sila.dk).

SILA was evaluated by an international committee during the last month of 2002 and January
2003 and subsequently the evaluation was submitted to relevant institutions in Greenland
and Denmark. Thus, the report includes the report of the committee and a summaty of the
endeavours to achieve funding for a continuation of the centre. Regrettably - in spite of the
positive evaluation and suppott by colleagues and Greenlandic authorities - funding from the
Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation terminated by the end of 2003 due to

political decisions. Consequently SILA’s activities have ceased after four profitable years.

3. Background

As a result of the transfer (1981) of the administration of cultural heritage to the Greenland
Home Rule and the subsequent establishment of the National Museum and Archive of
Greenland, Nunatta Katersugaasivia Allagateqatfialu, Denmark and Greenland entered a
contract for the return of ethnographic and archaeological objects. The comprehensive

collections of the Danish National Museum were divided so that representative, preserved



and registered collections would be housed at both museums. Directed by the Greenland
Secretariat, this process took about 17 years.

The establishment of SILA — The Greenland Research Centre at the National Museum of
Denmark in 2000, marked a new epoch in collaboration between the two nations. The focus
turned from repatriation to public information and research based on the shared collections.
SILA is founded on a contract of collaboration between the national museums in the two
countries.

It was the aim of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation, through the
foundation of SILA, to strengthen the continuity and development of Inuit and Notse
archaeology. Since the 19* century, Denmark has played an important role within these
disciplines, but a scientific envitonment was never established on a permanent scale in
Danish museums or at universities. This resulted in severe difficulties maintaining the
international position of the Danish Atctic archaeological research and the recruitment of
talented researchers from Denmark and Greenland.

In 1999 the Ministry donated 20 mill. D kr. to the National Museum in otder to fund the first
phase of SILA, 2000 — 2003.

4. Framework of SILA

4a) Structure

SILA was until December 31, 2002, associated with the Depattment of Research at the
National Museum. At present (2003), SILA is associated with the Depattment of Research
and Exhibitions. The ditector of the centre repotts directly to the head of this department,
Per Kristian Madsen, and the director of the National Museum, Carsten U. Larsen, who ate
responsible in relation to the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation.

The activities of the centre has been followed by ‘Det Faglige Rad’ (‘The Board of SILA’)
which consists of two representatives from Denmark — during 2003 the head of the
Department of Research and Exhibitions (Per Kristian Madsen) and the director of the
National Museum (Carsten U. Larsen) - and two representatives from Greenland: the
director of the Greenland National Museum and Archives (Emil Rosing) and the deputy

head (Joel Berglund). The Board meets twice a yeat.



4b) Offices

The centre is housed on second floor above the Dept. of Ethnography at the National
Museum. SILA has 14 desks with computers, etc. in eight offices (one being a combination
of a meeting room and guest researcher’s office). A reference library is set up in one of the
rooms, and there is direct access to the comprehensive library, archives and collections of the

Department of Ethnography as well.

4b) Staff and associates, 2003

director Bjarne Grennow (mag.art., Inuit archaeology)

senior researcher Jette Arneborg (Ph.D., Norse atchaeology)

research professor Hans Christian Gullev (dr. phil,, Inuit archaeology and ethnohistory,
associated with SILA via the Depattment of Research and Exhibition)
Ph.D.-student/research associate Martin Appelt (M.A., Inuit archaeology) (until Oct. 15"
Ph.D.-student/research associate Dorte Veien Christiansen (M.A., Norse archaeology) (until
Oet: 31%

Ph.D.-student Mikkel Serensen (M.A., Inuit archaeology) (funding until medio 2005)
post.doc. Ulla Odgaard (Ph.D., Inuit archaeology) (until Oct. _31“)

reseatch assistant Mille Gabriel (mag.art., Inuit archaeology) (until Sept. 30%)

secretary Jutta Frandsen

assistant secretary Marit Zimmermann

Associates of SILA:

curator Hans Kapel (The Dept. of Ethnography)
research associate Jens Fog Jensen (The University of Copenhagen)
research associate Einar Lund Jensen (The Department of Research)

curator emeritus Jorgen Meldgaard (Dept. of Ethnography)

Student assistants:

Cille Krause, Caroline Paulsen, Niels Ahlgten Moller, Pipaluk L. Hoegh, Aviaja Absalonsen

5. Economy

5a) Budgets 2000-2003 and Annual Balance 2003
Budgets and Annual Balance: Appendix 1



Accountant Ragnhild Jergensen, Department of Administration, is warmly thanked for her

invaluable assistance during SILA’s four years.

5b) External Funding

The Peatryland Foundation, The Augustinus Foundation, Det Kongelige Grenlandsfond, and
Hielmstierne-Rosencroneske Stiftelse has provided funding for the monograph “The
Northernmost Ruins of the Globe’ based on the archives of Eigil Knuth.

The Cartlsberg Foundation has funded the ethno-historical research by Einar Lund Jensen as
part of the project “Tunuup Saqqaa’.

The following foundations have funded fieldwork in connection with the project ‘Coast-,
Fiord- and Inland Dwellers”: The Commission for Scientific Research in Greenland, Knud
Rasmussens Mindefond.

The following foundations have sponsored the forthcoming book on the prehistory of
Greenland:

Den Kongelige Gronlandsfond, Konsul Georg Jotcks og Hustru’s Emma Jorcks Fond,
Knud Rasmussens Mindefond, Dronning Margrethe d. II’s Arkzologiske Fond, Folketingets
Grenlandsfond, Beckett Fonden, Augustinus Fonden, Knud Hejgaards Fond, Kulturfonden
Danmark-Grenland, Landsdommer V. Gieses Legat, Qilakitsoq Fonden, Litteraturradet.

6. Research Projects

In accordance with the master plan, several projects wete concluded during 2003 and
fieldwork in Greenland was limited to two activities: archaeological/ethnohistorical
investigations in the inland area Angujaattotfiup Nunaa and a survey and field school for
young Greenlanders in Nanottalik and Qaqottoq municipalities. Publication projects ditected
by guest researchers from Denmatk, Greenland and abroad were carried out at the centre,

and the national and international research network was reinforced.

6a) Projects - concluded in 2063

Title: Igloolik — the Dorset Graves.

Abstract. The human skeletal material from Dotset-graves in the Igloolik area, Central
Canadian Arctic, has been analysed and the contexts of the graves have been presented in an
international joufnal.

Timing: 2001-2003



Presentation: Paper in the journal *Arctic’, 2003.
Directed by: curator emir. Jorgen Meldgaard and researcher Martin Appelt.
Collaboration partners: associate professor Niels Lynneryp, Antropologisk Laboratorium,

University of Copenhagen.

Title: The Subsistence Economy of The Farm Beneath the Sand — the Faunal Material
Abstract: The aim of the project is to understand the subsistence economy of the Farm. In
particular, attention is paid to changes in the exploitation of domestic as well as wild fauna
through time.

Timing: 2000 — 2003

Presentation: a volume in Monographs on Greenland has been published

Directed by: senior researcher Inge Enghoff

Title: Nipisat — a Saqqaq Site in Sisimiut District, West Greenland

Abstract: The investigations of the Nipisat site are the most comprehensive excavations of a
Saqqaq site in Greenland. This project will result in a scientific publication including analyses
of the structures, the activity patterns and the subsistence economy at the site. A faunal
analysis adds new perspectives to our perception of the Saqqaq economy in West Greenland.
Through analyses of the stratigraphy, chronological problems in particular concerning the
late Saqqaq Culture are enlightened.

Timing: 2000 — 2003

Presentation: Manuscript for Monographs on Greenland finished.

Directed by: seniot researcher Tinna Mebjerg, researcher Anne Birgitte Godtfredsen
Collaboration partners: Department of Prehistoric Archaeology (University of Aarhus), Sisimiut
Museum, Zoological Museum (University of Copenhagen), GEUS (Geological Survey of
Denmark and Greenland).

Title: Mobility and Aesthetics — on Paleo-Inuit Style in Nuuk Fiord, Greenland.
Abstract: The project represents an alternative approach to the traditional processual analyses
of the eatly cultures of Greenland. The project aims at understanding the Paleo-Inuit
perception of landscape and the aesthetic aspects of the Saqqaq technology. The starting
point of the analyses is sites surveyed and excavated in the Nuuk area.

Timing: 2000 — 2003



Presentation: Reports, papers in journals and doctoral thesis (after 2004).

Directed by. researcher Maria Hinnerson-Berglund

Collaboration partners: The University of Goteborg, Sweden, The Greenland National Museum
and Archives.

Title: Late Dorset Communication and Cultural Meetings

Abstract. The starting point of the project is the results of the comprehensive investigations
of the Gateway to Greenland’-project, Hatherton Bay, Inglefield Ld. (1996-97). The main
subject of the project is the subsistence and the long distance contacts of the Late Dorset at
the North Water Polynia. The relations between the Late Dorset to the early Thule Culture
in the High Arctic region are discussed. A hypothesis on the disappearance of the Dorset
Culture is introduced.

Timing: 2000 — 2003.

Presentation: Ph.D.-dissertation was defended in January 2004.

Directed by: researcher Martin Appelt

Title: Early Thule Culture and the Supposed Meeting between Inuit and Norse in
Southern Greenland

Abstract: The dating and character of possible contacts between the Inuit of earliest Thule
Culture and the last Notse in the Eastern Settlement area is the main subject of this project.
Through archival material, surveys and excavations the eatliest traces of Inuit dwellings are
identified. Detailed stratigraphical investigations are carried out at sites where Early Thule
culture dwellings are situated in or next to Norse farms.

Timing: 2000 - 2003

Presentation: Technical reports. Papers in international journals.

Directed by: professor H.C. Gullev

Collaboration partners: Nanortalillip Katersugaasivia og Qaqortoq Katersugaasivia

Title: 'The Prehistory of Pearyland — Publication of the Eigil Knuth Archives.

Abstract: During 1999, an Access-database was made including the comprehensive archives of
Eigil Knuth (1903-1996) kept in the Queen’s Library, Amalienborg. This database is the
starting point of a scientific publication presenting in detail every site, which Figil Knuth

sutveyed and excavated during 50 years’ investigations in High Arctic Greenland, in



particular in Peary Land. The catalogue is supplemented with new analyses and a
presentation of the faunal material.

Timing: 2000 — 2003

Presentation: A monograph in Monographs on Greenland has been published.

Directed by: director Bjarne Gronnow, researcher Jens Fog Jensen

Collaboration partners: The Peary Land Foundation, The Queen’s Library, Amalienborg,

Danish Polar Center.

Fig. 1 The monograph on Eigil Knuth’s archives, by Bjarne Gronnow and Jens Fog Jensen.

Title: Argisbrekka - A Viking Age schieling site on The Faroe Islands

Abstract. The starting point was the excavation during the mid-1980's of a large Faroese
Viking Age — Early Medieval shicling site at Argisbrekka, Eysturoy, consisting of the remains
of some 22 buildings. The functonal composition of these units, the location of the site,
atypical of the known Viking Age settlement pattern in the Faroes, which is coastal, and the
place name ‘Argisbrekka’ all pofnted to an interpretation of the site as a shieling. The project
focuses on the Landnam economy, the economic and topogtaphic incompatibility of the
"ergi"-infield/ outfield systems, the intetnal and external economic and political factors that
led to the discontinuation of the "zrgi" system in the Faroe Islands.

Tinzing: 2003

Presentation: manuscript in English for a scientific monogtaph seties, completed.



Directed by: curator Ditlev L. Mahler

Collaboration partuers: Faroese National Museum, Museet pa Kroppedal.

Title: ' The Notrse Middle Settlement

Abstract: The project aims at a publication of the surveys during the 20t century in the so-
called Middle Settlement of the Norsse situated in the Arsuk-area of South West Greenland.

This part of the Norse Eastern Settlement is quite unknown to the scientific world.

Timing: 2002-2004.

Presentation: manuscript for monograph in Danish Polar Center Report Seties.
Directed by: senior researcher Jette Arneborg and researcher Svend Erik Albrethsen
Status, December 2003: manuscript completed — text completed, translation and

scanning of illustrations going on.

Title: Demography, Subsistence and Material Culture in Nuussuagq, Upernavik
District.

Abstract: Ethnographical and ethnohistotical empirical material collected in the 1960’s in the
hamlet of Nuussuaq form the starting point of an analysis of long-term stability and changes
in a hunting society in Northern Greenland.

Timing: 2001-2004

Presentation: NManuscript for Monographs on Greenland

Directed by: curator Keld Hansen

Collaboration partners: The Viking Ship Museum in Roskilde, Upernaviup Katersugaasivia.
Status, December 2003: completed — Manusctipt for Monographs on Greenland delivered
by Hansen. The manuscript has been peer reviewed and the publication is expected duting

2004.
6b) Current projects, 2003 -
Title: Churches, Christianity and Chieftains

Abstract: The role of the Church and the social and political development in the Notse

Settlements are enlightened through investigations of the small churches and burial grounds



connected to important Norse farms. Written sources as well as archaeological data form the
starting point and new data are added through excavations at the small chutches and studies
of the burials and human skeletal remains. The results are evaluated in a North Atlantic and
Scandinavian perspective.

Timing: 2000 - 2004

Presentation: Reports and papers in international journals, manuscript for Monographs on
Greenland

Directed by: senior researcher Jette Arneborg

Collaboration partners: The local museums of Nanortalik, Narsaq and Qagortoq, Institute of
Physical Anthropology, University of Copenhagen.

Status, December 2003: running — Report 2001 delivered. Report on 2002-investigations is
about to be completed. Publication planned in Monographs on Greenland on the churches

of Tunulliarfik.

Title: Trade and Communication of the Greenland Norse

Abstract. The organisation and intensity of trade between Greenland and Mediaeval
Scandinavia and the North Atlantic area is investigated. The analysis focuses on the character
and distribution of trade goods and investigations are carried out at supposed trading sites
like Sandhavn in the Nanortalik district.

In connection with the communication patt of this project, SILA and the Unit of Maritime
Archaeaology of the National Museum collaborate on investigations of the maritime aspects
of Notse culture. Excavations of a supposed boathouse at Hetjolfsnzs, analyses of ship
patts, etc., are included.

Timing: 2000 — 2004

Presentation: Ph.D.-dissertation, reports and papers in international journals

Directed by: researcher Dorte Veien Christiansen, curator Hans Kapel.

Collaboration partners. Nanottalik Museum, Nationalmuseets Marinarkzologiske
Undersogelser, Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, University of Copenhagen.

Status, December 2003: running (Veien), completed (Kapel) (teport, manuscript for
Tidsskriftet Grenland).

10



Title: The Farm Beneath the Sand

Abstract: Archaeological investigations of the Norse farm, Girden under Sandet (The Farm
Beneath the Sand’), took place between 1991 and 1996. Publication manuscripts are now
being written. The project is coordinated by SILA and the Greenland National Museum &
Archives, SILA has funded the final analysis of the faunal material and archaeological finds.
Tipzing: 2000 - 2005

Presentation: Manuscripts for monographs, papers in international journals

Directed by: senior researcher Jette Arneborg and curator Joel Berglund

Collaboration partners: The Greenland National Museum and Archives, the Zoological Museum
(University of Copenhagen), the National Museum of Iceland, University of Sheffield,
University of Albetta.

Status, December 2003: running - zoology completed (see above), final analyses in
progtess, the archaeological basis of bio-archaeological and entomological investigations
completed by Arneborg. Stratigrafical analyses (Albrethsen, Arneborg and Olafsson)

completed. Berglund’ s analyses of wooden artefacts etc. in progress.

Title: Coast-, Fiord- and Inland Dwellers: Settlement Patterns of Central West
Greenland.

Abstract. The aim of the project is to highlight the changes in Thule and historic settlement
patterns in Central West Greenland. The initial phase includes studies of inland summer
settlements and hunting structures in the Angujaartorfiup Nunaa area, Maniitsoq
Municipality - an area, which has a remarkably high archaeological visibility. Archaeological
sutveys and datings are catried out and the results are combined with comprehensive
ethnohistorical sources from the 18" - 20" Century. This forms the basis of a ‘direct
historical approach’ to the processes of change and native landscape perceptions. Ultimately,
the inland investigations will be combined with the results of surveys in the coastal zone
carried out by the Greenland National Museum and Archives.

Timing: 2000 - 2005

Presentation: Papets in international journals

Directed by: post. doc. Ulla Odgaard and director Bjatne Gronnow

Collaboration partners. The Greenland National Museum and Archives, Universitat Jena, The
Geological Museum, University of Copenhagen, Department of Archaeology, Universitetet i

Tromse.
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Status, December 2003: running — papers published by Clemens Pasda and Kerstin Pasda
(now Universitit Jena), manuscript for ‘Arctic Anthropology’ being completed by Odgaard

primo 2004.

Title: Tunup Saqqaa — the Front side of the Back: Contacts between East- and West
Greenland (Phase 2).

Abstract. This project represents an ethnohistorical investigation of the influence of the East
Greenlandic culture in Southern West Greenland patticulatly with respect to the
consequences of the migrations from Southern East Greenland around Cape Farewell. It is
based on archaeological data, oral tradition, linguistics and information from the atchives of
the colonial administration and missionary stations.

Timing: 2003-2004 (phase 2).

Presentation: reports and papets in international journals

Directed by: professor H.C. Gullov, research assistant Einar Lund Jensen

Collaboration partners: Nanottalik Museum (Nanortallip Katersugaasivia).

Status, December 2003: running — papets have been published in Tidssktiftet Gronland
and (Lund Jensen) in Inuit Studies, Vol. 26(2).

Etudes Studles |

S Taa st

Fig. 2 The front page of Inuit Studies, Vol. 26, including Einar Lund Jensen’s article,
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Title: Qeqertasussuk — Analyses of a Saqqaq Site in the Disko Bugt

Abstract: The Qeqertasussuk Site was investigated duting the years 1983 — 1990. The site is
among the eatliest from the Eastern Arctic, and, due to permafrost, the site is excellently
preserved. This project is aimed at finishing scientific manuscripts concerning the faunal
material and the archaeological finds. New analyses of wear marks on selected stone tools
from the site are included.

Timing: 2000 — 2004

Presentation: Manuscripts for monographs in Monographs on Greenland

Directed by: director Bjarne Grennow, director Morten Meldgaard

Collaboration partners: researcher Claus Skriver, University of Aarhus.

Status, December 2003: completed (Morten Meldgaard, Claus Skriver), running
(Grennow) — Meldgaard has finished manuscript for doctoral thesis (in print) in the
Monographs on Greenland series. Skriver has reported on use wear analyses. Grennow is

working on manuscript for Monographs on Greenland.

I MEDDELELSER Of GRENUAND

P MAR & SOCIETY ¢ 30+ 2004

*

Fig. 3 Morten Meldgaard’s monograph on the subsistence economy of Qeqertasussuk.

Title: From Saqqaq to Dotrset in the Disko Bugt.
Abstact: The aim is to provide a new undetstanding of settlement patterns, raw material
utilization and internal organisation of the Paleo-Eskimo sites in a very thoroughly sutveyed

region — the Sydostbugten — of Disko Bugt. The much discussed transition from Saqqaq to

13



Dorset is examined as well through AMS-datings and beach line chronology. Intra- and
intersite analyses of several excavated small ‘single-phase’ sites form the basis of the study.
Teming: 2000 — 2003

Presentation: conference papers, manusctipt for Monographs on Greenland

Directed by associate professor Erik Brinch Petersen

Collaboration partners: University of Copenhagen, Aasiaat Museum.

Status, December 2003: running — Petersen is working on manuscript for Monographs on

Gteenland.

Title: Eigil Knuth Site — Paleo-Eskimo Cultures in North East Greenland

Abstract: The Eigil Knuth Site is a Paleo-Eskimo site close to the Nordostrundingen, North
East Greenland. The site consists of well over 100 dwelling structures, primatily from the
Independence II Culture. Investigations in the 90’s have shown that this site holds great
potential for studying site lay-out and internal raw material distribution through
topographical analyses and refitting of lithic materials. Furthetmore, the faunal material adds
new information on Independence II subsistence economy. Of particular interest is the
exploitation of game resources of the great polynia, Nordestvandet.

Timing: 2000 — 2004

Presentation: conference papers, manusctipt for Monogtaphs on Greenland

Directed by: curator Claus Andreasen, associate professot Sheila Coulson

Collaboration partners: The Greenland National Museum and Archives, The Univetsity of Oslo,
Norway.

Statﬁs, December 2003: running — Andreasen and Coulson are wotking on their

manuscript for the series * Monographs on Greenland’.

Title: Z.ooo-archaeologcial Investigations of @-34, Qootlortup Itinnera

Abstract: The subsistence economy of the Norse farm @-34 in Qootlortup Itinnera is
enlightened from the pioneer pﬁase around 1000 AD until the abandonment of the farm
around 1350 AD. The analyses are based on recently excavated, comprehensive and
excellently preserved faunal material as well as pollen, macrofossils and insect remains in the
peat bog in front of the main farm building,

Timing. 2000 — 2004

Presentation: Manuscript for Monographs on Greenland.
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Directed by: museum director Georg Nyegaard

Collaboration partners: Qaqortup Katersugaasivia, Department of Natural Science at the
National Museum of Denmark, Zoological Museum, University of Copenhagen.

Status, December 2003: running — Nyegaard has completed analyses, now working on his

manusctipt.

Title: Greenland Isotopes

Abstract: A large number of samples of human bone from Norse Greenland, Iceland and the
Faroe Islands has been dated by AMS and the content of 3C and the relationship between
stable carbon and nitrogen isotopes have been measured. These data are analysed in ordet to
resolve calibration problems and understand the temporal variation in the relationship
between terrestrial and maritime food resoutces. The results are evaluated and interpreted in
a culture historical context. For comparative reasons parallel samples have been measured
from Thule Culture human bones.

Timing: 2000 — 2005

Presentation: Papets in international journals

Directed by: senior researcher Jette Arneborg, director Jan Heinemeiet, professor Erle Nelson,
senior researcher Niels Lynnerup

Collaboration partners: Laboratory of Physical Anthropology (University of Copenhagen),
Simon Frazer University (Vancouver), The national museums of Iceland, Faroe Islands and
Greenland.

Status, December 2003: running — several papers have been published. The aim is to

publish in Monographs on Greenland. Several chapters are completed.

Title: Late Dorset Communal Structures

Abstract: A distinctive featute of the Late Dorset petiod in Arctic Canada and Greenland was
the seasonal use of large, multifamily dwelling structures, commonly referred to as
‘longhouses’. During three years of field studies, six Late Dorset sites, including three
longhouses, were investigated on Creswell Bay, Somerset Island, in Arctic Canada. This
material, along with comparative data from other places, will be used to explore why these
aggregations took place and why they took this unusual form.

Timing: 2002 - 2004

15



Presentation: conference papers, Ph.D. dissertation

Directed by: curator Eric Damkjar, Edmonton, Canada

Status, December 2003: running — Damkjar is working on the concluding chapters of his
manuscript for the Ph.D.-thesis.

Title: The Prehistory of Greenland

Abstract: A joint project between the researchers of SILA and The Greenland National
Museum and Archives. The aim is a synthesis on the Prehistory of Greenland describing the
culture history of the Inuit as well as the Notse. For the first time knowledge on the 4.500
years of cultural history of Greenland is compiled and viewed in a broader context. The book
will be published by the Gyldendals Forlag. The book is aimed at the public as well as
students and it is part of the celebration of the 25" anniversary of the Home Rule.

Timing: 2001-2004.

Presentation: Book published by Gyldendal, 2004.

Directed by: professor H.C. Gullov (editor).

Collaboration partners: The Greenland National Museum and Archives and Gyldendals Fotlag.

Status, December 2003: running — text completed, ongoing wotk on illustrations

Title: Technological traditions of the Palaco-Eskimo Cultutes in the Eastern Arctic
Abstract. The project deals with the problem: do the typologically defined archaeological
Palaeo-Eskimo cultures reflect ethnic groups in an anthropological sense or do they
represent archaeological constructions?

The approach is based on the concept of ‘le chaine opératoire’, i.e. the life circle’ of the
artefacts from raw material acquisition and tool production to hafting, use, modification and,
finally, discard. The artefacts are analysed through refitting, reconstruction of working
processes and dynamic technological classification. A new basis for comparative studies of
archaeological cultures is created.

Timing: 2002-2005 .

Presentation: Ph.D .-dissertation, articles in scientific journals, conference papers

Directed by. researcher Mikkel Serensen

Status, December 2003: running

16



Titl: Eskimonasset and The Neo-Eskimo Settlement at The Northeastwater

Abstract: The present project includes analyses of artefacts collected during excavations and
surveys along the polynia known as the Notrtheastwater in Northeast Greenland. Information
on the architecture of the Thule winter houses is included in the analyses.

Timing: 2002-2004

Presentation: monograph in Danish Polar Center repott series.

Directed by. curator Hans Lange

Collaboration partners: The Greenland National Museum and Archives.

Status, December 2003: running — Lange is working on the illustrations and conclusions of

his publication manusctipt.

Title: Toftanes — A Viking Age farmstead from The Faroe Islands

Abstract: During the years 1982-1987 Foroya Fornminnissavn (Faroese National Museum)
conducted large-scale rescue excavations at the site Toftanes in the village of Leirvik on
Eysturoy. Five house structutes of the Viking Age, representing a farmstead, were excavated.
The project is aimed at completing the analyses of the extensive data matetial from Toftanes

and compiling it for a full publication.

Timing: 2002-2004.
Presentation: manuscript for scientific journal.

Directed by: director Steffen Stummann Hansen

Collaboration partners: Faroese National Museum

Status, December 2003: running — Stummann is about to finish the first version of his

monogtaph manuscript.

6¢) Guest researchers at SILA, 2003

Guest researcher: associate professor Max T. Friesen

Period at SIL.A: 13.03.03 — 29.03.03

Project: The Iqaluktuuq Project (Prehistotic Settlements on Victoria Island, Central Canadian
Atctic).

7



Ghutest researcher. curator Ditlev Mahler, Museet pa Kroppedal
Period at SIL.A: 01.01.03 — 15.06.03
Project: Argisbrekka — A Viking Age Shieling Site on the Faroe Islands

Guest researcher. tesearcher Svend Erik Albrethsen, Kulturarvsstyrelsen (IKUAS)
Period at SIL.A: 01.04.03 — 30.04.03
Project. The Norse Middle Settlement

Guest researcher: Ph.D. Geotg Nyegaard, Qaqortoq Katersugaasivia, Greenland
Period at SI1.A: 01.10.03 — 15.12.03

Project: Zoo-archaeologcial investigations of @-34, Qoorlortup Itinnera.

Guest researcher. curator Hans Lange, The Greenland National Museum and Archives
Period at SII.A: 01.10.03 — 31.10.03

P?vjecf: Eskimonzsset and The Neo-Eskimo Settlement at The Northeastwater

Gueest researcher. Ph.D.-student Latonia Hartery, University of Calgary, Canada
Period ar STL.A: 11.12.02 - 12.01.03
Project: Zoo-archaeological analyses of fauna matetial from Paleo-Eskimo sites in New

Foundland.

Guest researcher, senior researcher Steffen Stummann Hansen

Period ar STI.A4: 15.11.02 — 15.03.03

Project: Toftanes — A Viking Age farmstead from The Faroe Islands

7. Guest lecturers at SILA during 2003

The international guest lectures, which have been running since 2000, were completed in
2003. The lectures were held in the lecture theatre ot in the festival hall of the National

Museum and were well attended by colleagues and students from universities and museums.

WILLIAM W. FITZHUGH, ditector, Arctic Studies Center, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington DC, USA.
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March 12™; Mongolia's Northern Connections: New Research on Central Asia's Arctic

Frontier.

March 13™: Labrador - Greenland's Alter Ego

T. MAX.FRIESEN, associate professor, University of Toronto
Match 26" Inuvialuit Origins: The Archaeology of Eatly Beluga Hunting Societies in the

Mackenzie Delta, Northwest Territories

PRISCILLA RENOUF, research professor, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St.
John’s.

December 3 Dorset Hunter-Gatherers at Philip’s Garden, Northwestern Newfoundland
December 4™ Hunting and Ideology: A Groswater Palacoeskimo Site at Port au Choix,

Northwestern Newfoundland.

8. Education: Lectures presented by the SILA staff during 2003

The SILA staff has presented lectures on Inuit and Norse atchaeology at several universities,
in particular at the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, University of Copenhagen,
Institute of Prehistotic Archaeology, University of Aarhus, llisimatusarfik, the Greenland

University, and Institute of Archaeology, Univetsity of Tromse.

9. Workshops, Colloquiums and Conferences
In 2003 SIL.A organized a workshop led by assistant professor Orti Vesteinsson, University of
Iceland, Reykjavik:

April 1% Archaeological Investigations in Iceland

A series of colloquiums for the staff;, students, guest researchers and invited guests were held during the
year

Lill Rastad Bjerst: En formidlingsstrategi for Grenlandsamlingerne pi Nationalmuseet
Inge Enghoff: Faunamaterialet fra ‘Gitden under Sandet’

T. Max Friesen: Late Dorset Longhouses, Victoria Island.
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Einar Lund Jensen: Historiske migrationer i Kap Fatvel-regionen, Sydgrenland

Jette Arneborg: Nordboernes kunstvandingsanleg.

Ulla Odgaard og Mikkel Sorensen: Beretninger om sommerens feltarbejder i Kangerlussuaq
og i Nordestgrenland.

Martin Appelt: Sen Dorsetkultur — vandrende shamaner.

Bjarne Grennow: Glimt fra sommetens feltarbejder i Sydgrenland.

Dorte Veien Christiansen: Notrdboernes kontakter over Atlanten.

Mikkel Sorensen: Teknologistudier — forelobige resultater af Ph.D.-projektet.

Hans Kapel: Undersegelser pd Landnamsgitden, Narsaq.

The following list presents an overview of the conferences, in which menbers of the SILA-staff have

presented papers during 2003:

April: Canadian Archaeological Association, Annual Meeting, Hamilton, Canada.
(Mikkel Serensen).

April: Ruralia, Lyon — Savoien, France. (Jette Arneborg).

September: European Archaeological Association, Skt. Petersborg, Russia. (Ulla
Odgaard).

September: Site Structure, Site Organization and Settlement Patterns in the South
Scandinavian Mesolithic, Museumshejskolen, Sore. (Ula Odgaard, Mikkel Setrensen,

Martin Appelt, Bjarne Grennow).

September: Landscape and Humans at the Dryas 111 — Preboreal Transition on the

European Plain, Greifswald, Germany. (Mikkel Serensen).
September: Medieval Textiles, Middelaldercenteret, Nykobing Falster. (Jette Arneborg).

October: De store Sporgsmal (The Great Questions), Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnology, University of Copenhagen. (Mikkel Serensen, H.C. Gullov).
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October: Kristendommen i Danmark. Symposium, Roskilde Museum, Roskilde, (Jette

Arneborg).

November: Archaeological Research Strategies in Greenland, Nuuk. (H.C. Gullov, Jette

Arneborg, Bjarne Gronnow).

10. Collaboration

10a) Internal collaboration pattners
SILA has collaborated with several departments and units of the National Museum of
Denmark: Ethnographical Collections, Environmental Archaeology and Archaeometry,

Danish Middle Ages and Renaissance.

10b) External and International collaboration pattnets

The close collaboration between SILA and the Nunatta Katersugaasivia Allagaateqarfialu
(The Greenland National Museum and Archives, NKA) were continued during 2003. SILA
has provided funding and working space for curator Claus Andreasen and for curator Hans
Lange from NKA. SILA and NKA are in close contact, as well, through the two yeatly
meetings of the board of SILA ("Det Faglige Rid’), the director and vice-director of NKA
being members of the boatd.

Collaboration with the local museums in Southern Greenland was continued:

Nanortallip Katersugaasivia (Nanortalik Museum) was an important collaboration partner in
connection with SILA’s surveys along the coasts between Nanottalik and Alluitsup Paa. As
always, museum director Kristine Raahauge provided invaluable assistance and local
knowledge to SILA’s research programme. Nanortalik Museum is also a close collaboration
pattner in connection with the ethnohistorical project: "Tunup Sagqaa — the Front side of the
Back: Contacts between East- and West Greenland’.
Qagortup Katersugaasivia (Qaqortoq Museum) was SILA’s collaboration pattner in connection
with the archaeological field school in August in Qassimiut. Furthermore, museum director
Georg Nyegaard spent about two months in Copenhagen in connection with his research on
the faunal material at the Norse farm, @-34, which is as project funded by SILA.
llisimatusarfik (The University of Greenland), Institute of Cultural and Social History, is
collaborating with SILA through education activities. SILA staff members arranged

lecture series on Greenland’s prehistory at the university in Nuuk and were supervisors on
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the field school. Professor Yvon Csonka from Ilisimatusarfik, was appointed member of

the international board in connection with the evaluation of SILA.

External collaboration partners in Denmark:

GEUS (Geological Sutvey of Denmatk and Greenland)

The Zoological Museum (University of Copenhagen)

The Geological Museum (University of Copenhagen)

The Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology (University of Copenhagen)
Institute of Prehistoric Archaeology (University of Aarhus)

Institute of Mediaeval Archaeology (University of Aarhus)

Institute of Physics and Astronomy (University of Aarhus)

The Laboratory of Physical Anthropology (University of Copenhagen)
The Viking Ship Museum, Roskilde

Institute of Eskimology (University of Copenhagen)

Inst%tute of Geography (University of Copenhagen)

International collaboration partners:

NABO, City University of New York

The National Museums of Faroe Islands and Iceland
Department of Anthropology, Univetsity of Toronto, Canada
Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada

L'Institut Culturel Avataq, Quebec, Canada

Depattment of Archaeology, University of Ttomse, Notrway

Institut fir Vor- und Frithgeschichte, Universitit Jena, Germany

11. Ph.D.-programmes
One of the aims of SILA is to create a continuous and dynamic scientific environment,
which promotes recruitment of young researchers within Arctic and North Atlantic

archaeology.

SILA was funding and hosting three Ph.D.-programmes during 2003:
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1) Late Dorset in the High Arctic: maintaining contacts (Martin Appelt). The dissertation
was successfully defended in January, 2004.

DE SIDSTE PALEOESKIMOER
Nondvest Gronlind i pedaden
800 - 1300 evt.

! Ph.d.l_— afhandling, indlsverct ved
Forhlstorisk Arkeologi, Mocsgaard,
-+ “Aarhus Unlversitee ZE

AF Mactin Appele .
Sila = Navgnalmuseets Céater for
Grunfandsforskning, s 2003

Fig. 4 Front page of Martin Appelt’s Ph.D.-dissertation

2) The Norse Settlement in Greenland: Trade and commmunication in the North Atlantic, (Dotte Veien
Christiansen). Dissertation, 2004.

3) Technology and *Chaine Operatoire’ in the Paleo-Eiskimo Cultures of Eastern Arctic. (Mikkel

Serensen). Dissertation, 2005.

Supetvision is shared between the University of Copenhagen, SILA and the Danish Middle

Ages and Renaissance at the National Museum.
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12. Fieldwork, 2003

Coast-, Fiord- and Inland Dwellers: Settlement Patterns in Central West Greenland.

Team: Ulla Odgaard, SILA (head of project), Pauline Knudsen, University of Tromseo,

Norway

This summer’s investigations in the inland of central West Greenland completed the
fieldwork of the main project. The research programme combined archaeology and
ethnology. One week was spent at the old assembly camp in Angujaartorfik, where
recent caribou hunters still camp for some weeks during the summer. One of the native
informants - Agnethe Rosing - and her family stayed here. During this part of the project
the ethnologist H.C. Petersen participated. The field team joined a hunting trip, where the
butchering of the animal was documented on video. In the camp Agnethe Rosing
demonstrated how the meat was prepared for drying in the traditional way. The
butchering and meat utilization processes - also the cooking of soup and smoking of the

tongue - was documented.

Fig. 5 Agnethe Rosing preparing caribou meat for drying (phot.: Ulla Odgaard, August 2004).

After the stay in Angujaartorfik the team followed one of the traditional routes inland to
the high plains. Ancient sites and structures were surveyed from the Paradise Valley and

further inland. Due to bad weather the survey ended at the edge of high plain. This gave
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time for archaeological surveys in a lower lying area close to Kangerlussuagq:
Ammalortup Nunaa. In this area 5 basé campsites were registered with traces of use from
the Thule culture until recent times.

The results of the fieldwork will — besides contributing to the main project — also form the

basis of Pauline Knudsen’s master thesis in Archaeology at the University of Tromse.

Survey in Northeast Greenland - Wollaston Forland, Lindeman Fjord, Tyroler Fjord,
Young Sound - a pilot project in collaboration with the Greenland National Museum

& Archives and Institute of Geography, University of Copenhagen.

Tean:: Claus Andreasen (Curator at the Greenland National Museum & Archives), Mikkel
Serensen (Ph.D. student, Sila), Bjarne Holm Jakobsen (Associate Professor, Institute of
Geography,

University of Copenhagen), Hentik Sulzbriick Moller (Geographer, Ph.D. student at Institute

of Geography,University of Copenhagen)

From July 22 to august 20 the Archaeological and Geographical expedition “GeoArk”
surveyed the coasts of; Wollaston Forland, Lindeman Fjord, Tyroler Fjord, Young Sound.
The aim of the expedition was two fold: 1) to record prehistoric and historic sites, 2) to
record and analyse coastal morphologies and thereby describe changes in the Holocene

landscape and climate within the Wollaston region.

The following cultures/traditions were located within the area: Independence I (2400-2000
BC), Greenlandic Dorset/Independence 1T (800-400 BC), Thule (1400-1850 AD).

Three Independence I sites were located, determined by burins and butin spalls. The
Independence I sites are generally located in the outer fjord areas of Young Sound.

Most Palaeoeskimo structures found wete determined as remains from the Independence
II/Greenlandic Dosset. The structures appeated as tent ruins either as midpassage sttuctures,
triangular pavements, circular dépressions, circular tent rings, - further box hearths and
outdoor summer hearths from this petiod were located.

Thule turf (winter) houses were mainly found at the outer coasts, at the same sites tent rings
were generally found too. Three Thule winter sites wete found in the innet fjords, suggesting
that the Thule people occasionally had their winter camps in the inner fjord regions too.

Thule tent rings were seen on most of the sites, but they were also placed solitary in the
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landscape as remains of single family habitations. In all 14 Thule sites with mote than a single
structure wete recorded.

Because of climatic changes the last to winters have been mild and the ice have broken up
eatly in the Wollaston area. This unusual phenomenon has lead to an increased erosion of
the beaches especially along the outer coasts and therefore the expedition recorded several

sites and structures, which have been heavily etoded during the last seasons.
Archacological Surveys from Nanortalik to Alluitsup Paa and around Qagortoq

Team: H.C. Gullov (research professor, SILA), Hans Kapel (contract archaeologist), Bjarne
Grennow (director, SILA), Niels Algreen Meller (student assistant, STLA), Cille Krause
(student assistant, SILA), Kristine Raahauge (Nanortalliip Katersugaasivia).

From August 6" — 17" archaeological sutveys were carried out in selected coastal areas from
Nanortalik to Alluitsup Paa. Some of the ‘classical’ Notse, Inuit and Historical sites in the
atea were visited and the crew attempted (in vain) to locate Palaeo-Eskimo sites.

After the completion of the field school in Qassimiut the crew made surveys by means of a
Zodiac mainly in the archipelago west of Qaqortoq. A single, small Dorset site with dwelling

structures was located just 0.5 — 1 metre above sea level on a small island.

Archacological field school in Qassimiut, 2003 — in collaboration with Qagqortup

Katersugaasivia and the Greenland National Museum and Archives

Team: H.C. Gullov (research professor,SILA), Bjarne Gronnow (director, SILA), Niels
Algreen Moller (student assistant, SILA), Cille Krause (student assistant, SILA), Erle Nelson
(professor, Simon Frazer University, Canada), Robert G. Commisso (Ph.D. student, Simon
Frazer University, Canada), Emil Rosing (director, The Greenland National Museum &
Archives), Hans Lange (curatot, the Greenland National Museum & Archives), Geotg

Nyegaard (director, Qaqortup Katergaasivia).

One of the aims of SILA is to strengthen interest in archaeology among young Greenlanders.
It is SILA’s hope that some of the students might continue from the high school into
studying archaeological and historic disciplines at the universities in Greenland and abroad.
Two years ago, SILA and Qaqortoq Museum joined forces and conducted a field school at a

medieval Norse farm in Qoorlortup Itinnera for high-school students from Sydgrenlands
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Gymnasiale Skole in Qaqortoq. This summer the Greenland National Museum and Archives
joined the field school collaboration, and together the three institutions arranged an
archaeological field school, August 20th — 27th, for 24 students from the high school. The
field school included excavations at the site, Kujallerpaat, close to the hamlet of Qassimiut,
about 50 kilometres West of Qaqortoq. The students worked in six teams, each headed by an

instructor from one of the collaborating institutions.

The Kujallerpaat-site contained about 14 Thule Culture and Historic Inuit ruins and adjacent
middens. The excavation ateas were placed so that the students gained an impression of the
development from round, single-family houses of the 1600-1700, via the large communal
(long) houses of the 1700-1800’s to the latest, squate, single family houses, dated to
immediately before the establishment of the Qassimiut village by the colony administration.
Sections were made in the midden areas to demonstrate via the faunal material and the trade
goods the changes in the economy from pre-colonial times to colonial times. The students
were instructed in archaeological registration, interpretation and interdisciplinary

collaboration, e.g. the 14-C-dating method and analyses of stable isotopes.

The field school was a great success. The students were extremely interested, and the peak of
the week occurted, when the students made an exhibition of their finds in the communal

house of the village.

Fig. 6 Twentyfive students from the high school of Southern Greenland and Ilisimatusarfik
participated in the archaeological field school held in Qassimiut.
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Victoria Island, Canada — the Iqaluktuk Project

Team: Matit Zimmermann (student assistant, SILA) joined a Canadian team from University

of Toronto, headed by associate professor T. Max Friesen.

Marit Zimmermann from SILA was invited to join the Iqaluktuuq Project - an ongoing
cooperation project between The Kitikmeot Heritage Society of Cambridge Bay, Nunavut
and associate professor Max Friesen, University of Toronto, Dept. of Anthropology. This
summer the project focused on excavating two Dorset dwellings; one at the Ekvanna Site,
neat the town of Cambridge Bay and one at the Fergusson Lake Site, about 60 km NV of
Cambridge Bay. A few test pits were also done on the sites Wellington Bay, Menez and
Peetuk, all of which are situated near Ekkaluk River and Fergusson Lake, the core area of the

Iqaluktuuq Project.

13. Public information and outteach

The homepage of SILA (www.sila.dk) is updated until the end of 2003 by the Danish Polar
Center.

SILA puts weight on public outreach and the staff has contributed to newspaper articles and
participated in television and radio in Denmark and Greenland. The staff has presented
popular lectures in ‘Det Kongelige Nordiske Oldskriftselskab’, The Royal Geographical
Society, The Greenland Society, and other societies in Greenland and Denmark.

SILA and the Greenland National Museum and Atrchives collaborated on a seties of popular
presentations in the modern culture house of Nuuk - Katuaq - during April 23* — 24", This
event was a great success for both institutions: 2-300 Nuuk-citizens attended the
presentations by Emil Rosing, Jette Arneborg, Claus Andreasen, Hans Lange, H.C. Gullev
and Bjarne Gronnow.

During 2003 research professor H.C. Gullov and specialists from SILA and the Greenland
National Museum and Archiveslhave put lots of efforts into the comprehensive popular text

book ‘Grenlands Forhistorie’ (Prehistory of Greenland). The complete manuscript was
delivered to the publishers (Gyldendal) in March 2004.
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14. Other activities at SILA

On the initiative of sectetaty Jutta Frandsen SILA presented the Canadian movie “The Fast
Runnet’ in the cinema of the National Museum. About 100 persons attended the event.
Ph.D. student Dorte Veien Christiansen arranged a study tour to Norse sites in Iceland.
Researchrassistant Einar Lund Jensen and his collaborator, museum director Kristine
Raahauge, Nanortallip Katersugaasivia visited Hernnhut in Germany in order to collect and
study information on the East Greenlandic immigrants in South Greenland as recorded in
the archives of the mission.

Student Lill Rastad Bjotst from Syddansk Universitet stayed 2 months at SILA while working
on a report presenting a new strategy for a Greenland/Arctic exhibition at the National
Museum.

Senior researcher Jette Arneborg was appointed member of the Commission for Scientific
Research in Greenland and member of the Danish committee for the International Polar
Year. In connection with the 125" anniversary of the Commission for Scientific Reseatch in
Greenland Jette Arneborg presented a guest-lecture on the history of the Commission at the
celebrations in May in Nuuk.

Jette Arneborg presented a guest lecture (‘The Prehistory of Greenland and Curie e nrent
Archaeological Research’) for the Science Committee of the Danish Patliament.

In connection with the 100" Anniversary of Eigil Knuth and the publication of the volume
‘The Notthernmost Ruins of the Globe’ in Monographs on Greenland, director Bjarne
Grennow, presented one of the lectures in the Royal Geographical Society. The Queen, the
Prince Consort and the Crown Prince attended the meeting.

Preparations for SILA’s international conference ‘Dynamics of Northern Societies’, were
given much attention by the staff during 2003. SILA has entered into collabotation with the
NABO-network about this conference, which is held at the National Museum and
Nordatlantens Brygge in May, 2004.

Martin Appelt defended his Ph.D.-dissertation on January 23,2004, at Moesgaatd,
University of Aarhus. |

15. The International Evaluation

Duting December 2002 and January 2003 an external, international evaluation of SILA was
conducted by the Ministry of Science, Technology and Development. An evaluation

committee was appointed: professor Mogens Trolle Latsen, The Carsten Niebuht Institute
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(University of Copenhagen), professor Thomas McGovern, City University of New York,
and professor Yvon Csonka, Ilisimatusarfik, Greenland. The evaluation report was delivered
to the Ministry on Febtuary 3 2003, and subsequently it was sent to relevant institutions
and the State Research Council in Greenland and Denmark.

The evaluation and the comments from the institutions were very positive and recommended

that STLA should be continued into a second centre period. (Appendix 2 and 3).

16. Research and education activities, 2000 — 2003. SILA at a glance
Research

27 research projects has been conducted or sponsored by SILA. 8 of these were new
projects including fieldwork in collaboration with Greenlandic museums and 19 projects
wete based on analyses and publication of existing sources.

The research programme resulted in 86 publications by the SILA staff and guest
researchers. 9 of the publications are monographs (3 in print), 30 are articles in peer
reviewed journals, 20 are published technical reports and 27 are popular books and papers.
16 scholars from abroad and 8 from Denmatk have spent from 1 — 12 months at SILA as
guest-researchers. (4 from Greenland, 1 from Iceland, 1 from Norway, 5 from Canada, 2
from USA, and 3 from European countries (England, Germany)).

26 guest-lectures have been presented in SILA’s international series.

Seminars, workshops and conferences

23 colloquiums and 10 international workshops were held at SILA. The staff presented 44
paperts at international conferences. (It should be added that the SILA/NABO-
conference in May 2004 was attended by 140 scholars from 12 countries.)

Education

3 Ph.D.-programmes wete conducted by SILA in cooperation with the universities in
Copenhagen and Aarhus.

2 complete BA-courses in North Atlantic and Arctic Archaeology were arranged by SILA
and approximately 50 guest lect-ures at universities in Denmark, Greenland and abroad were
presented by the staff.

75 Greenlandic students (high-school level and BA-level from Ilisimatusarfik) took patt in
SILA two field schools in Greenland.
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17. The Future of the Greenland Research Environment at the National

Museum of Denmark

In spite of the recommendations of the evaluation committee, the comments from
Greenlandic and Danish institutions (Appendix 2 and 3), and the support of the North
Atlantic Group of the Danish Parliament (Appendix 4) it was politically decided that SILA,
like all research centres of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Development, should not
be directly sponsored from the Ministry beyond 2003. Future applications for funding must
be addtessed to the State Research Council (Appendix 5, The Minister’s reply). This was clear
by the conclusion of the state budget debate in the beginning of December 2003.
Seen in the light of the very starting point of SILA and the contract with The Greenland
National Museum and Archives, which emphasizes conzinuity in the archaeological research
environment and education in Denmark and Greenland, these political decisions are most
regrettable.
At the last meeting of the Boatrd of SILA (December 11%, 2003) it was decided that:
o SILA should be concluded as a research centre by December 31%, 2003.
® Two senior research positions at the National Museum — one concerning Arctic
archaeology and one concerning North Atlantic archaeology — will be announced in
2004 in order to strengthen these areas of research across the units of the museum.
® The centre director should write the annual and final repott, complete the balance of
2003, structure the archives and belongings of SILLA, and coordinate the international
SILA/NABO-conference in Copenhagen (May 2004) before June 30", 2004.
® A strong effort should be made to maintain the Greenland research environment at
the National Museum. Thus, the office space and library of SILA should not be split
up in the near future.
® New ways of funding and potentials for new collaboration pattners should be
explored as soon as possible.
® The close collaboration between the two national museums will be continued. A
revised contract of collaboration based on the experiences of the SILA-period should

be negotiated and signed in the near future.
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18. Publications

Monographs

EnghoffInge Badker 2003
Hunting, Fishing and Animal Husbandry at The Farm Beneath The Sand, Western

Greenland. An archaezoological analysis of a Norse Farm in the Western Settlement.

Meddelelser om Gronland/ Monographs on Greenland, Man & Society, 28, p. 1-104, 2003.

Grennow, Bjarne; Jensen, Jens Fog 2003

The Northernmost Ruins of the Globe. Eigil Knuth’s Archaeological Investigations in Peary
Land and Adjacent Areas of High Arctic Greenland. Meddelelser om Gronland| Monographs on
Greenland, Man & Society, 29, 1-403, 2003,

Meldgaard, Morten 2004

Ancient Hatp Seal Huntets of Disko Bay. Subsistence and Settlement at the Saqqaq Cultute
Site Qeqertasussuk (2400 — 1400 BC), West Greenland. Meddelelser om Gronland/ Monagraphs on
Greenland, Man & Society, 30, 1 — 189, 2004.

Schledermann, Peter; McCullough, Karen 2003

Late Thule Culture Developments on the Central East Coast of Ellesmere Island. SIL.4 —
The Greenland Research Centre at the National Musenm of Denmark and Danish Polar Center.
Publication no. 12, p. 1 — 203, 2003.

Articles, reports

Appelt, Martin 2003
Arktisk Arkaeologi. Arkeologisk Forum 8, p.31-34, 2003.

Appelt, Martin 2003

Palaeo-Eskimo gathering site architecture: An example from Godthib Fjord, Greenland.
Etudes/ Inuit Studies, Vol. 27 (1-2), p. 309-328, 2003.
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Arneborg, Jette; Falk, Knud 2003
Forskningsstrategi for Nationalparken i Nord- og @stgrenland. Kommissionen for Videnskabelige
Undersogelser { Gronland, p. 1-21, 2003.

Arneborg, Jette 2003
Forord. I: @stergard, Else: Som syet 12/ jorden. Aarhus Univetsitets Fotlag, 2003.

Arneborg, Jette 2003

Notse Greenland: Reflections on Settlement and Depopulation. - In: Batret, James H. (ed.).
Contact, Continuity, and Collapse: The Norse Colonisation of the North Atlantic. Studies in the Early
Middle Ages. Brepols, p. 163 — 181, 2003.

Arneborg, Jette 2003

Archaeological background. I: Enghoff, Inge Bodker: Hunting, Fishing and Animal
Husbandry at The Farm Beneath The Sand, Western Greenland. Meddelelser om
Gronland/ Monographs on Greenland, Man & Society 28, p. 9 — 17, 2003,

Bjerst, Lill Rastad 2003

Det arktiske dilemma. Rapport over formidlingsstrategier for de gronlandske og arktiske
samlinger pa Nationalmuseet. SIL.A- Nationalniuseets Center for Gronlandsforskning, December
2003, p.1-53,2003.

Grennow, Bjarne 2003
SILA — The Greenland Research Centre at the National Museum of Denmark. Annual Report
— 2002. SIL.A, May 2003, p. 1 — 45, 2003.

Grennow, Bjarne 2003
Peary Land og den grenlandske forhistorie. I: Mattens, Gunnar; Jensen, Jens Fog; Meldgaard
Morten; Meltofte, Hans (eds.): Peary Land. Forlaget Atuagkat, Nuuk, p. 143-146, 2003.

g
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Grennow, Bjarne 2003
Eigil Knuth og udforskningen af Peaty Lands forhistorie. Tidsskriftet Gronland, 5, p. 177 -
202, 2003.

Grennow, Bjarne 2003
Vejen til Peary Land. Polarfronten, 2: p.12-13, 2003.

Grennow, Bjarne 2003
Godt begyndt er kun halvt fuldendt — Grenlandsarkzologiens fremtid. Po/arfronten, 3, p.15
2003.

3

Grennow, Bjarne 2003
Knuth — Kalaallit Ninaata itsarnisartaanik nassaartoq (IKnuth — opdageren af Gronlands
stenalder). Atuagagdlintit, 31. juli, 2003, p.13-15, 2003.

Gullev, Hans Christian 2003
Fra festhus til feelleshus - qassi i Sydgrenland og de forste inuit. Tidiskriftet Gronland, p.149-
160, 2003.

Heeg-Knudsen, Pipaluk; Krause, Cille; Moller, Niels Algreen 2003

Palzoeskimoer i Sydgrenland. Rapport om undersogelserne pa Illussat (60V2-I1-26)
Nanottalik Kommune, Sommeren 2002. Feltrapport 10, SIL.A — Nationalnuseets Center for
Gronlandsforskning, p. 1 — 26, 2003.

Jensen, Einar Lund 2003
Kap Farvel omridet i 1800tallet - medested for fire kulturer. Tidsskriftet Gronland, p. 301-314,
2003.

Jensen, Einar Lund 2003

Uiarnerit. A historical stydy of immigration from East to West Greenland in the nineteenth

century. Etudes/ Inuit/ S tudies, 2002, 26 (2), p- 23-46, 2003.
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Kapel, Hans 2003

Ikigaat / Hetjolfsnes. Rapport over atkzologiske undersogelser, sommeren 2002. Udfort af
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Summary

The panel’s conclusions concerning the quality of the research carried out at
the centre are uniformly positive. The publications produced during the
three-year period of SILA’s existence are consistently on a high level of
competence, and they have been well received by the international
community of scholars working in this field. The field work activities have
been well planned and carried out, and they represent a careful choice of
significant, central topics that reflect important research priorities in the fields
of Norse and Inuit archaeology. We must therefore conclude that SILA has
been able to live up to the demand that it should become a ”centre with a high
professional standard.”

SILA has managed to establish itself within this brief period as an
important partner in international interdisciplinary collaboration. Scholars
and students from several universities and museums have visited the centre,
and some have spent weeks or months there, working on their projects. This
includes visits by three members of the staff of Greenland’s National Museum
and Archives, who have expressed great appreciation of the opportunities
offered by SILA and its facilities. The demand that the centre should
“strengthen the research milieu within Arctic and North Atlantic
archaeology” has therefore been met.

SILA has already become not only a research centre, it has several roles
including education and popular promotion, and it forms a necessary and

important link between Denmark and Greenland.

Recommendations

* We recommend that the centre be continued, as a minimum for a further
period of 5 years. Clear plans should be drawn up during this period of time
for the embedding of SILA in the National Museum in Copenhagen, allowing
for the retention of the key senior personnel and for the continuation of the
special programs and initiatives that have made the centre effective, It should
be kept in mind that a long-term commitment will help ease the problems of
the upcoming retirement of the present generation of Danish-Greenlandic
archaeological experts, and that it will make planning of fieldwork and

international cooperation easier; the complexities involved in carrying out



research and fieldwork in the Arctic are on a completely different scale than
those which exist for similar activities in Denmark

* A future SILA should remain a partnership between the Danish National
Museum and Greenland’s National Museum and Archives (NKA).

* The “faglige r&d” that has functioned more or less as a board of trustees for
the centre:should be enlarged in order to incorporate scholars from outside
the two museums.

* In the future more emphasis should be placed on education and outreach in
Greenland. SILA staff may for instance conduct intensive courses at
llisimatusarfik over a few weeks every year, since it is essential for a true
partnership with Greenland that more students take up archaeology as a
professional interest. Public lectures both in Nuuk and provincial centres
could help spread awareness in the population in Greenland of the activities
and results of SILA.

* SILA and NKA should actively pursue an exchange of staff in the interest of
making more extensive use of the collections in Nuuk, giving scholars based
in Greenland better opportunities for research, and of providing more
prolonged locally based interaction with NKA and Ilisimatusarfik staff and
students.

* In the field of research, especially excavation campaigns and surveys, joint-
venture projects between SILA and NKA should be supported, although also
projects without the direct participation of NKA should be pursued.

* Multi-disciplinary programs that make use of the large collections from
Greenland in such institutions as the Panum Institute, the Zoological
Museum, the Geological Museum, the Botanical Museum etc. should be
promoted.

* SILA should establish a publication strategy that is directed towards TV, the
Internet, making use of home pages, CD-ROMs etc.

* High quality articles for internationally reviewed journals must continue to
be produced in order to maintain a strong research reputation.

* Popular publications such as the volume on Greenland’s Archaeology

should be produced both in Danish, Greenlandic and English.



Evaluation Procedure

In July 2002 the Ministry for Science, Technology and Development set up a
panel to evaluate the Greenland Research Centre at the National Museum of
Denmark — SILA. According to the Ministry’s letter dated 11 June 2002 the
evaluation will be part of the basis for a decision concerning the continuation

of the centre.

The evaluation panel
The evaluation was carried out by an international evaluation panel

composed of the following three members:

Mogens Trolle Larsen (Chairman), The Carsten Niebuhr Institute,
Copenhagen University

Yvon Csonka, Ilisimatusarfik (The University of Greenland), Nuuk

Thomas McGovern, North Atlantic Biocultural Organization, Department of
Anthropology, Hunter College CUNY, New York.

Framework for the evaluation
The evaluation panel did not receive detailed instructions from the Ministry

with respect to the terms of reference for the assessment, which has therefore
been carried out in consideration of the statements concerning the aims of the
Centre contained in the agreement of collaboration between the National
Museum of Denmark and the National Museum and Archives of Greenland
from January 10, 1999, and in the Research Plan sent by Rigsantikvaren to the
Ministry on January 27, 1999.

In the first of these documents the aims of the Centre is descibed as
follows: “on the basis of the museum collections in Denmark and Greenland
to carry out research of the highest quality and to strengthen the research
milieu within Arctic and North Atlantic archaeology in the broadest terms by
way of exchange of researchers within Rigsenheden and with other relevant
reseach institutions.”

The research plan developed by the National Museum of Denmark
states that the objectives were:

* to create a permanent centre with a high professional standard



* to unite archaeology, history and ethnology in an interdisciplinary
collaboration
* to create a centre with an international milieu to the benefit of
Greenland and Denmark.
Three main themes were defined for the work at the Centre:
¢ Culture meetings and communication
* Settlement and economy
* Identity, ethnicity and history.
The third of these themes was later redefined by the staff at the Centre to be
instead “Theory and method”.

Meetings
The evaluation panel met for two days at Copenhagen in November. During

these days the panel met with Seren H. Andersen, the head of the research
department at the National Museum, with representatives from the Ministry,
and with the staff of the Centre. In January 2003 MTL had a meeting about the
evaluation with Carsten Andersert, director of the National Museum of
Denmark and a member of the “faglige rad” for SILA.

In December Mogens Trolle Larsen visited Nuuk for three days and
together with Yvon Csonka he had talks with the staff of the National
Museum and Archives of Greenland with members of the staff of
llisimatusarfik. In the Department of Education and Research of Greenland
Home Rule, MTL and YC interviewed Tom Greiffenberg, coordinator for

research in Greenland.



The Creation and Structure of SILA

When the collection of Greenland artifacts in Copenhagen had been divided
between the museums in Copenhagen and Nuuk, the Greenland Secretariat,
which had been responsible for the division, was closed down. It was then
decided to create a centre for Greenland studies in order to breathe new life
into Danish research tradition in this area. The funding for the Centre was
secured by a grant from the Ministry of Research covering a four-year period
with 5 million DKr allotted per year. This grant was made available already in
February 1999, but the Centre in fact officially started its activities at the
beginning of 2000. This then means that the funding from the Ministry now
ends in the year 2003 rather than 2002 as originally planned. At the time of the
evaluation the Centre has accordingly functioned for nearly three years.

The Centre is located at the National Museum in Copenhagen, under
the research department of that institution ; the director of the centre reports
directly to the Head of Research and to the director of the National Museum.

SILA is based on a contract set up between the two national museums
in Denmark and Greenland, signed by Steen Hvass and Emil Rosing in
January 1999.

When SILA was set up a scholarly council (“fagligt rdd”) was created
with four members, two from the National Museum in Copenhagen and two
from the National Museum in Nuuk. This body has held four meetings, in
June 2000, February and November 2001, and in May 2002.

Bjarne Grennow was appointed as director of the Centre on 1
November 1999. Jette Arneborg was appointed as Senior Project Researcher in
February(??) 2000. H.C. Gullev is associated with the Centre as a research
professor, but funding for this position (which is for eight years) comes from
the Ministry of Culture.

The staff furthermore consists of reserach associate Martin Appelt,

(Ph:D:studerit Dorte Veien Christiansen, research associate Ulla Odgaard, and
the two secretaries Jutta Frandsen and Marit Zimmermann. Associated with
the centre are : curator Hans Kapel and curator emeritus Jergen Meldgaard
(both from the department of Ethnography at the National Museum), Jens Fog

Jensen (from the University of Copenhagen), Einar Lund Jensen (from the



department of research at the museum), and Claus Skriver (from the

University of Aarhus).



Assessment of SILA’s role and activities

The SILA centre in international perspective

The SILA center has had the mission of “conducting research within Arctic
and North Atlantic archaeology on the highest international level” (SILA
annual report 2001, p 2). While the core of SILA’s research efforts has been
situated in Greenland, the SILA center has a very major responsibility for
effective collaborative relations with scholars and institutions active in
northern research in Canada, US, Iceland, Faeroes, UK, Norway, and Sweden.
This section of the review will concentrate upon these linkages and will

provide an assessment of SILA’s work in the international context.

Historical Perspective- Opportunity and Challenge
Like any other institution SILA is affected by its historical context- both

inherited past traditions and current trends in international research. SILA
inherits an extremely distinguished legacy from pioneering Danish arctic and
North Atlantic archaeologists extending into the 19" century. Daniel Bruun,
Poul Nerlund, Aage Roussell, C.L Vebaek, Therkel Mathiassen, Helge Larsen,
Jorgen Meldgaard, K.J. Krogh are all names well known internationally, and
many authors regard Bruun as the father of modern scientific archaeology in
the region. Prior to WWII Danish archaeology dominated the North Atlantic
islands and much of the arctic. Therkel Mathiassen was the first to conduct
systematic excavations in the North American Arctic, during the famous Fifth
Thule Expedition led by Knud Rasmussen, and it is no accident that Helge
Larsen spent the war years as a very productive guest of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks. The SILA center thus provides lineal connection to a proud
chapter in the history of Danish archaeology, and one that arguably has
provided some of the greatest international visibility for Danish researchers
during the first half of the 20" century. Several distinguished international
scholars consulted for this review commented upon this history as embodied
in SILA and expressed their concern lest this strong Danish commitment to
archaeological research in the north be endangered. SILA and the Danish

state thus have a great opportunity to build upon a well regarded tradition of



cutting edge northern research, alongside the linguistic and social
anthropological branches which have been permanently supported since 1920
at the Institute of Eskimology of the Ijm'versity of Copenhagen.

However, any historical heritage brings with it challenges as well as
honor. In the middle of the 20" century, some research momentum was lost
and some points of international scholarly friction developed. Major projects
in Alaska and Canada remained unpublished for decades, despite overseas
funding support, and major Canadian collections appeared to be gathering
dust in Copenhagen. Greenlandic research in both Norse and Inuit
archaeology was chronically under-reported, and the high standard set by the
classic monographs of Meddelelser om Gronland in the 1930’s-40’s was not
matched by the few popularizations that did appear. Greenland was
perceived as a “closed shop” shut off from the main currents of northern
archaeological research, and Danish archaeology became more famous for its
advances in prehistoric archaeology at home than for its work in Inuit or
Norse archaeology abroad. In the North Atlantic generally, the 1950's-70's
were a low point in research activity and in effective international cooperation
so this historical period of decline was in fact part of a broad regional trend.
The later 1970’s and 1980’s saw a new period of active international
engagement in the North Atlantic and in Greenland and a new generation of
researchers (including the current SILA senior staff) entering northern
research with fresh perspectives and research agendas. The last quarter of the
20™ century has seen an impressive acceleration of the pace of research in the
region, and major commitments of financial support to North Atlantic
programs and institutions from Canadian, US, Nordic, and UK sources.
Danish scholars are again at the cutting edge of these new research initiatives,
and the commitment of the first four years of funding to SILA by the Danish
State places Danish northern archaeology firmly back upon what has become
a very busy and public stage. SILA thus inherits both the positive and
negative aspects of the Danish northern archaeological research history, and
has been given the opportunity to revitalize a longstanding tradition.

SILA has worked to directly address the negative parts of the history
by:

* Actively seeking out international collaborators (junior and senior)

for research work and publication efforts. Grennow in particular has
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been active in building bridges and activating international contacts,
but he clearly has the full support of a senior and junior staff
committed to active international collaboration (not simply passive lip
service). The strongly positive support expressed by Canadian, UK, US,
and Nordic collaborators during this review testifies to the
effectiveness of this approach on the vital personal level. SILA has
clearly become a major asset in Danish international image building.

* Providing access and research resources to visiting international
scholars (guest researchers) working with both older and newer
museum collections. One of the most effective steps taken by SILA has
been to provide places for junior and senior international scholars to
come to Copenhagen, have a friendly base of operations, and to have
them then actively aid in dealing with older collections and newer
backlogs. American and Canadian graduate students interviewed for
this review were uniformly strongly positive about their experiences at
SILA (most wanted to return soon as are senior scholars (who also
wanted to come back)).

* Producing multiple high quality monograph length publications
that effectively deal with the backlog issue internationally. The Deering
report (together with the GUS Interim report published before SILA
was started) have attracted considerable favorable comment
internationally as examples of a new day dawning in northern
archaeology at the National Museum.

* Producing timely and well distributed interim reports in English or
with major English summaries which document ongoing and current
research projects. At the moment, SILA reporting of its ongoing
projects presents something of a model to the region, and one could
wish all other northern research centers were as up to date and

complete in their reporting.

It is entirely fair to say that SILA in its first three years of work has very
effectively swept away any remnant negative aspects of the historical Danish
northern research tradition and has again raised the profile of Danish
northern archaeology internationally- and raised expectations for future

progress that need to be fulfilled.
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The 21* Century International Research Context
The international context for international, interdisciplinary research and

education in the North Atlantic and Arctic has never been so favorable as it is
today. On all sides, funding agencies and national initiatives are recognizing
the high level of new cutting edge scholarly activity in this economically,
environmentally, and politically vital area. In Canada a new top level funded
Professorship in North Atlantic Archaeology has been established as the
cornerstone of a permanent research facility at Memorial University
Newfoundland (Priscilla Renouf chair). In the US, National Science
Foundation (NSF) support for the multi-national North Atlantic Biocultural
Organization research and education activities (based at the new permanent
Northern Science & Education Center of City Univ. of NY) has topped US $3
million, the Smithsonian Institution’s Arctic Studies Center has gained national
level attention with its Viking Voyagers exhibit and book, and a special US
NSF-RANN_S (Icelandic Science Council) joint panel has been formally
created to promote US-Icelandic natural science and social science
collaboration in North Atlantic research. In Iceland, a new “Millennium
Fund” has committed over US$ 1 million to Icelandic archaeology over the
next five years, while also setting up the first permanent degree program in
Icelandic archaeology at the University of Iceland. Also in Iceland, a new
permanent Stefdnsson Arctic Center has been established in Akureyri to
coordinate Icelandic northern research and to represent Iceland at
international circumpolar meetings. The Nordic Arctic Research Program
(NARP) has committed over US $300,000 to Scandinavian North Atlantic
archaeological projects during the past five years, and in the UK the
Leverhulme Trust has awarded US $1.9 million to a five year project
Landscapes Circum Landndm (based at the Northern Studies Centre of Univ.
Aberdeen) promoting international environmental archaeology in the
Faeroes, Iceland, and Greenland.

Norse, and a fortiori Eskimo and Inuit, were not constrained by today’s
national boundaries, and a good deal of research about their history must
include trans-national (in today’s political landscape) perspectives. From the
point of view of Eskimo-Inuit settlement, Greenland is, because of its

geographical position, a “fox trap” at the end of the road, affected by cultural
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filtration through its single very northerly entry point. Its geographical
configuration predisposes it to less complex developments than took place in
Canada and especially in Alaska, until Europeans managed to enter the
country from the south. Despite this geographic “disadvantage”, Greenlandic
archaeology can and does make significant contributions to Eskimo-Inuit
prehistory e.g. in the realms of cultural contacts (in particular between
European and Inuit, cf. Patricia Sutherland’s comment below), of dating (e.g.
the debate over the timing of the birth of the Thule culture and the rapidity of
its spread to Greenland), and in terms of theory and method (e.g. SILA's
isotope project which has pan-arctic relevance, and progress of other natural
science disciplines connected to archaeology).

Over the past decades, Eskimo-Inuit prehistory has tended to
specialize into national traditions, which perhaps do not communicate and do
not feel the need to communicate as much as they once did. It fits the Danish
arctic archaeological tradition well that SILA revives international contacts,
and it is highly praiseworthy that one country and one research center would
invest as much in such international collaborations, which are crucially
needed to solve some burning scientific questions.

The Danish commitment of funds and resources to the SILA center
thus forms part of a larger pattern of increased government level support for
North Atlantic research in the region. There can be no question that the bar
has been raised in terms of both recognized research quality in the region and
in terms of sustained institutional support. The North Atlantic is no longer a
research backwater, but is internationally recognized as a “hot” research area

despite its prevailing weather.

SILA ongoing North Atlantic field research programs
The ongoing field projects with most direct relevance to North Atlantic

research are the “Inuit and Norse in Southern Greenland” initiative (Gullav,
Arneborg, Christiansen) with field projects “Early Thule Culture and the
Supposed Meeting between Inuit and Norse in Southern Greenland” (Gullev),
“Churches, Christianity, and Chieftains”, and “ Trade and Communications
of the Greenland Norse” (Christiansen). All of these projects are addressing
vital questions long asked about the Norse colonies in Greenland, and all very

appropriately focus on the Eastern Settlement- certainly the most important
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part of Norse Greenland, but far less studied in recent years than the much
smaller Western Settlement area. All three projects are in early stages,
producing solid results but not involving large scale excavations. All have
been well reported by timely and attractively produced preliminary reports,
and Christiansen’s project will result in a doctoral thesis. Close coordination
with local-Greenlandic museums is evident and praiseworthy, as was the
outreach program involving Greenlandic students in a brief but strongly
positive field experience at E34. It is also worth noting that the new fieldwork
has not de-railed the important GUS publication project.

The Thule Inuit component of the “Inuit and Norse in Southern
Greenland” project accords well with priorities for new research in
Greenland. Archaeologically, the south(-west) is one of the least known parts
of country. That this sub-project can be coordinated with research on Norse
settlements in order to elucidate questions about encounters and cultural
contacts, represents a particularly precious aspect of what SILA, as a place
where top specialists of different topics interact, can undertake with optimal
chances of success. The direct historical approach supported by Gullev adds
the dimension of long term change from Thule to modern times.

Surveys in the inland areas (“Settlement Patterns of West Central
Greenland”) build on previous research from the early 1980s. Indeed,
knowledge about inland land use and economic patterns lags far behind that
about coastal areas. Since the inland-coastal parameter is central in the history
of most regions of the Arctic, results obtained in West Greenland will
contribute important elements not only to the history of Greenland, but also
to comparisons and syntheses across the Arctic as well. This project also
involves a pertinent ethnohistorical approach.

Shall SILA live on as recommended, it might consider embarking on a
project that could federate Greenlandic institutions based in Nuuk as well: the
National Museum and Ilisimatusarfik, and thus attack timely and significant
scientific questions, while uniting more forces than any of these institutions
can muster alone, and satisfying a deeply expressed wish of stakeholders in
Greenland.

For the longer term, especially after the major GUS monograph is out
and this burden is lifted, it may be useful to think carefully about which field

projects to expand, which to contract, and which to maintain at present levels.
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One danger is that multiple projects will simultaneously move from

survey /small scale excavation phase to large scale excavation phase and place
unsupportable burdens on logistic capacities and staff. Another danger is that
multiple small projects will have very different objectives and foci, and will
prove difficult to synthesize. It may prove to be better to do a few integrated
projects really well for a sustained period than many idiosyncratic projects
scattered widely. The experience of the Western Settlement (and current
Icelandic projects) indicates the value of systematically (or accidentally)
investigating multiple nearby sites placed in a cultural and natural landscape
by a combined social science/natural science team; the same insight has been
reached in other parts of the Arctic. It will be important for SILA field
projects to coordinate data management strategies, and current work to
ensure direct comparability and increasing digital archiving now underway
are definitely worth emphasizing over the next five years. It will be important
to work with local museums to further develop a coherent long term research
strategy that promotes problem-oriented multi-disciplinary programs while
allowing for the needs of rescue and education. This applies to both Norse
and Eskimo/Inuit research. Maintaining the international connections already
established by the SILA staff will be important in sustaining interdisciplinary
collaboration so critical to modern field work, and to developing educational

programs more fully.

SILA publications
SILA publications in archaeology thus far fall into five major categories:

* Data rich monographs and major reports. These are clearly aimed at
clearing backlogs and bringing past work out in the context of modern
research work (The Deering Report).

e Scholarly articles in multi-authored works on Greenland, North
Atlantic, medieval, and thematic issues.

* Semi-popular articles in multi-authored works aimed at the educated
public.

* Technical papers aimed at other specialists in archaeology.

* Cross disciplinary papers aimed at specialists in other fields.
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Probably the best of the scholarly productions thus far has been the “Identities
and Cultural Contacts in the Arctic” volume (Appelt, Berglund, & Gullev ed
2000), which brings together new research findings (some genuinely
revolutionary in impact) for intercultural contacts across the region. This
volume is already heavily cited and will certainly remain a lasting
contribution. The conference on which this book is based was held before
SILA came into existence, and the achievement of the Centre is to have
organised its rapid publication.

The most important monograph from a North Atlantic perspective is
the GUS volume now nearing completion. Arneborg’s work in coordinating
the complex job of bringing this major multi-investigator project to
publication has been central, and there is no question that the research and
hosting facilities of the SILA center have been key factors in making the
process a success. The GUS investigations are clearly going to be this
generation’s major Norse Greenlandic farm excavation project, and there is
great international interest in the final report. The GUS zooarchaeological
report prepared by Inge Enghoff during her affiliation with SILA is of the
highest international quality and if the rest of the report measures up to this
standard there is no question that this will be very largely the result of
Arneborg’s sustained work and the SILA center.

The publication of Helge Larsen’s monograph on the excavations he
conducted in Deering, Alaska, in 1950, represents a great service to northern
archaeologists, especially well-appreciated in Alaska. Its appearance is timely,
since new excavations have been conducted in Deering in 1997-99 (as of yet
unpublished), and the culture investigated, Ipiutak, remains an important
focus of research.

The articles on Paleo-Eskimo shamanism by Gullev and Appelt, and by
Odgaard, take this already well-discussed topic one significant step further by
integrating new data, new publications, and new ideas. Pan-arctic connections
are reaffirmed through ethnographic analogy and recent linguistic studies.

One publication that cuts across several categories is the Smithsonian
Press volume Vikings: The North Atlantic Saga edited by Fitzhugh and Ward
(2000), which has both scholarly and popular articles that present a great deal
of new unpublished work as well as long held theories, The volume as a

whole has been a commercial and critical success, going through three
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printings and winning the Society for American Archaeology’s “Best
Archaeology Book of the Year” award for 2000. It is significant that Arneborg
has several articles in this volume (“Greenland and Europe”, and “From
Vikings to Norsemen”) and that Gullev has another (“Natives and Norse in
Greenland”).

SILA has taken a valuable initiative by assuming responsibility for a
fifth volume in the Gyldendal publication “Danmarks Oldtid”, where the first
four volumes have been written by Jergen Jensen. This last volume will be
entitled “Grenlands Arkaeologi”, and it will be the first major presentation of
this entire subject. The book is currently in production, and the manuscript
has been finished.

Staff and associated staff members of SILA also have made critical
contributions to the Topograpfisk Atlas Gronland project, bringing up to date
articles to this major publication ; the book was published in 2000, so the
articles must have been written before SILA was started. An international-
language version would of course broaden the international impact of this
major work.

The most cited technical paper in a North Atlantic context is certainly
Arneborg et al. 1999 in Radiocarbon, presenting the exciting results of the joint
cross disciplinary program in dating and dietary reconstruction still
underway by Arneborg’s team. Additional publications 2000-02 add some
details to the 1999 publications but clearly a major summary work now in
progress will be the definitive statement. The work done by Arneborg’s team
has in fact stimulated other North Atlantic projects to apply some of the same
approaches.

Thus in the short term there can be no question that the SILA center
has been exceptionally productive in terms of both number and quality of
articles. The effective mix of outreach articles aimed at the general public, at
other northern scholars, and at a cross-disciplinary scientific audience is
particularly impressive. In the medium term, a series of data-rich field reports
are under development, including documentation of several famous sites, and
this seems totally appropriate. It will be important in the long term however,
to shift publication focus towards a higher ratio of international reviewed
journals of wide circulation. Many of the major publications thus far are in

what are effectively in-house journals or series (such as Meddl. om Gronland),
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and while this is a totally appropriate pattern for a center working to clear
backlogs by producing data-rich monographs and timely conference
proceedings, it will not be healthy if this pattern persists indefinitely. It will be
important to place theoretically and methodologically important pieces in
major regional reviewed journals (Norwegian Arch. Review, Arctic, Arctic
Anthropology, Journal of Arctic & Alpine Research) but also in more general
journals (World Archaeology, Antiquity, American Antiquity, Journal of
Anthropological Archaeology, Environmental Archaeology etc.). As the SILA staff
are in fact conducting world class research, this placement of articles should

not be a problem, but it should be made a specific goal for the next five years.

Educational and Outreach Efforts
The SILA center has done very creditable educational outreach both in

Denmark and in Greenland, and has sponsored student involvement in
fieldwork as well as a successful lecture series by visiting scholars. All staff
interviewed however felt that research and publication had inevitably taken
priority over educational activities in the first three years of the center. While
this is inevitable given the location of the center at the National Museum, and
the lack of any formal teaching commitment by the staff, it will be important
over the next five years to work with educators to recruit and retain bright
younger people from both Denmark and Greenland. Finding effective ways
of expanding educational impacts while maintaining a research focus will be
an important challenge for the future. Distance learning, international
programs (U Arctic among them) and collaborative arrangements with other
North Atlantic institutions will probably be productive avenues to explore.
Within Greenland, SILA’s education and outreach efforts have
concentrated on the southern region where most of the fieldwork is
conducted. It should also plan to have its staff sojourn in Nuuk, where its
main partner, the National mtiseum, as well as the University, are located.
Since the SILA staff and some of its current associates conduct a sizeable
amount of historical research, the center might consider involving advanced

history students from Ilisimatusarfik into its research projects.
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Interviews and Peer Review Comments
In view of the importance attached to the quality of relationships between

SILA and Greenland by the Ministry of Research Mogens Trolle larsen and
Yvon Csonka conducted a number of interviews in Nuuk with major
stakeholders there. Unfortunately, the visit to Nuuk had to take place shortly
after the recent election in Greenland, which meant that some of the persons
approached for an interview were too busy dealing with the new political
situation to talk with us.

At the National Museum interviews were conducted with Emil Rosing,
director and member of SILA’s “faglige rdd”; Joel Berglund, vice director and
member of SILA’s “faglige rdd”, Claus Andreasen and Hans Lange; at the
University of Greenland MTL interviewed the rector Ole Marquardt (in
Copenhagen) and Daniel Thorleifsen, head of the department of cultural and
social history at the university ; at the Ministry of Education and Research. In
the Department of Education and Research of Greenland Home Rule, MTL
and YC interviewed Tom Greiffenberg, coordinator for research in Greenland.
YC also had contacts with local museum leaders, with the the chair of the
Greenlandic section of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference, and with the chair
of the Committee on culture of the new Greenlandic landsting.

The staff of the National Museum have a generally positive opinion of
SILA and of their cooperation with SILA. The National Museum is a
clearinghouse for SILA to obtain excavation licenses and to establish first
contacts with local museums. Conversely, SILA is very positively appreciated
by all who sojourned there as a gateway to the wider world of international
research and scientific developments, and a place to do research away from
daily disturbances.

It appears that the Greenlandic members of the faglige rdd have so far
exerted little influence on the shaping of SILA’s research strategy. SILA and
the staff of the National Museum do cooperate on publications projects, but
otherwise they have no common research projects. SILA staff members have
not visited Nuuk during the period under review (except Gullgv briefly at the
occasion of a conference).

A wish for more SILA involvement in Greenland has been expressed. It
is perceived that researchers who only spend short seasons on their field

locations do not acquire the necessary sensitivity for the local social context. It
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is wished that SILA staff members would spend time in Nuuk also, where
they could be accommodated while they would do research and communicate
their results to the Greenlandic public. Archaeologists based in Greenland
would also like to develop common research projects in partnership with
SILA-but it is apparent that funding for the Greenlandic part of such projects
would not be readily available in Greenland. Ideas for topics and regions to
be investigated in common (possibly with the participation of the University
of Greenland) have already been identified.

Collaboration with local museums in South Greenland is, as described
by SILA, intense, and seems to be very positive. In the other region of
Greenland where SILA has been conducting surveys during the past two
seasons, the far inland area of the Maniitsoq commune, however, there has
been little or no collaboration with local stakeholders. The Maniitsoq museum
was not informed of SILA’s research.

Contacts between llisimatusarfik and SILA have notoriously been
inexistent or tense at best (until Csonka’s involvement in an application for
the funding of a network funding-which did not succeed this time around).
Archaeology is a minor part of the University’s curriculum, and
llisimatusarfik wished to be partner in this endeavour in the realm of history
which is one of its strong points, and with sufficient latitude for agenda
setting. A couple of students from the University, however, took takd part in
SILA’s fieldwork in 2002, and a couple of others (who in the meantime went
on to study archaeology outside Greenland) have had good contacts with
SILA.

This state of affairs is particularly unfortunate, since the training of
Greenlandic students should be a major preoccupation within the realm of
SILA’s commitments, especially in view of international ethical codes for the
conduct of human and social science research in the north. It would be
welcome by all stakeholders if SILA staff members would contribute to
teaching at Ilisimatusarfik. SILA, although devoted to archaeology, does
indeed practice a substantial amount of history as an ancillary discipline, and
it would be easy to identify other research projects of utmost scientific interest
where Ilisimatusarfik students and staff could be partners for the historical

and linguistic aspects.
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To cultivate good relations with museums close to field sites is the
minimum that must be done in order for a project to be successful, be it only
on the level of logistics. To include local people, and especially students, in
the fieldwork, is also part of this minimum, which brings as much or more to

the project as it might be conceived as putting a burden on it.

During the review process McGovern solicited comments from both junior
and senior scholars who had been to the SILA center and worked with SILA
staff over the past few years. Dr. Bjornar Olsen (Norway) and Dr. Patricia
Sutherland (Canada) kindly gave permission to quote their comments
directly. Other senior scholars contacted by phone or email provided closely

similar comments.

Dr. Bjornar Olsen (U Tromsa)
” T have had the opportunity to collaborate with several members of
SILA's staff and to attend seminars and lectures organized by them. I
have also chaired a workshop discussing the archaeological projects
run by the centre. In my opinion the importance of SILA is manifold:
not only does the centre play an important role in continuing and
developing the long and well known Danish tradition in Arctic and
Greenlandic archaeology. They are also — and increasingly so -
facilitating research that is of great relevance to a wider international
environment of scholars. [ will specially emphasize SILA’s program on
cultural contacts in the Arctic which addresses issues crucial for
understanding cultural dynamics and change. The centre’s
involvement in repatriation issues, both in terms of practical actions
and research, shows a timely and much welcomed awareness of the
social and ethical dimensions of scientific activity in the north.
Furthermore, in terms of Danish archaeology the centre’s seminar on
theory and method promise to fulfill an important entrepreneur role in
introducing theoretical perspectives so far largely ignored by the

established environments at the universities.”

Dr. Patricia Sutherland Canadian Museum of Civilization
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“Through its diverse research initiatives, publications and expertise,
SILA is making a significant contribution to the historical study of
Arctic cultures. Greenlandic history is critical to our understanding of
the interaction between aboriginal and European cultures in Arctic
North America, and the work that is being done at SILA is vital to an
improved understanding of this history. Archaeologists engaged in
research in Arctic Canada anticipate a continuation of SILA's
productive programmes, and look forward to more fruitful efforts at

collaborative work in the future. “
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SILA’s Future

Research on Greenlandic Eskimo-Inuit cultures in socio-historical
perspective

The relatiyely “gentle” colonization of Greenland is a positively
acknowledged part of Denmark’s past. In the 20" century, Denmark has
consistently been at the vanguard of the socio-political trends of
decolonization of all parts of the Arctic, and it is highly regarded for it in
international circles well beyond the States with arctic backyards. Greenland
was the first and remains the only part of the formerly colonized Arctic to
have obtained such a degree of autonomy as the Home Rule allows. The trend
towards more autonomy remains evident in all regions of the Arctic today
(and most recently in Greenland), providing evidence that all treaties,
conventions, etc. are open to evolutions under socio-political pressure.

The socio-political aspects of human and social scientific research on
Eskimo-Inuit cultures have followed these trends, at their own pace.
Archaeological as well as anthropological research on Indigenous cultures,
after decades of relative disregard for local feelings and lack of interest of
scientists for establishing solid local partnerships, has entered a time of tense
relations between academics and Indigenous communities in most parts of
the American (and, recently, Russian) Arctic. Repatriation of ethnographic
and archaeological museum collections have been the order of the day for
more than a decade in North America and in Greenland, and this step has
been successfully negociated between Denmark and Greenland, prior to the
establishment of SILA. Current trends, under the pressure of Indigenous
organizations and local administrations which gain more and more
autonomy, include, among others, the call for equal partnerships in research,
and their presuppositions: the setting up in common of research agendas that
are considered meaningful by and to northern societies, and the building of
scientific competence in the north itself, with the support of the relevant
agencies of the States they are associated with.

Ethical codes for the conduct of scientific research in the north have
been developed by many national and international professional societies (e.g.
;5 5+ ), Inuit stakeholders (ICI Principes ...Arctic Policy; NRI; Alaska Native
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Science Commission??), and North American national funding agencies and
Universities have their own ethical codes by which any new research project
is also evaluated (e.g. NSF-OPP ...;; ;; ). The Canadian SSHRC has recently
funded a massive effort to establish CURA (Community-University Research
Alliances) projects, one of which involves a partnership on historical research
between Laval University, the Arctic College in Igaluit, and a Nunavut elders’
society. In this context, it would appear somewhat anachronistic if Denmark
and Greenland did not take this latest turn, and if the Danish national funding
agency would leave it entirely up to the projects it funds to negociate the
social and ethical aspects of their research relationship with Greenland.

Within Greenland, it has been deemed more urgent-and this can be
explained by historical, socio-economic, and political reasons—, to repatriate a
sizeable proportion of research on renewable resources (the Naturinstitut in
Nuuk) before research on prehistory, and this although at least the
Eskimo/Inuit part of the archaeology of Greenland is intimately connected
with aspects of national identity. Archaeological research based in Greenland
remains liliputian compared to its now comparatively well-endowed Danish
counterpart': it is blatantly under-funded (it does not even cover a fraction of
the needs for salvage, let alone scientific, excavations), and there are today
less than a handful of fully-trained archaeologists active in the country (and
no clear idea about their upcoming succession). It will thus be a matter, in the
coming years, of establishing a firmer base in Greenland for archaeological
research, and to reach a more reasonable balance between research on the
(pre-)history of the country carried out on Greenlandic soil and outside
Greenland.

Independently of how much SILA upholds current standards of social
responsibility relevant in this case, it is a matter for the Danish Ministry to
ponder whether, in the context of current international trends of Arctic social
science resarch policy, archaeological research by researchers based in
Greenland should be funded through SILA, or if a solution allowing for
Greenland-based research institutions to enter on their own terms into
relationships with Danish partners, should not be preferred. If the objective is

not only to promote scientific excellence, but also to remain abreast of the

' Fig. 3.5 p. 25 and Fig. 4.7 p. 41 of Forskningsstatistik for Gronland 1995-2000 (Aarhus,
Analyseinstitut for Forskning, 2002) provide a telling graphic illustration of these disparities.
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progressive political tradition of Denmark alluded above and of
developments in research policy in other parts of the Arctic, and to promote a
platform for continued good relations with Greenland, then other

arrangements for the distribution of funding should be considered.

A view from the North Atlantic
While it appears clear that SILA merits another 5 years of support at current

levels, the long term future of the work carried out also needs to be
addressed. While it is normal for Danish specialized research centers to
terminate after two successive five year periods of support, a number of

international issues suggest the value of a continuation of SILA in some form.

* Specialization: SILA brings together Danish northern archaeology
and fosters the circumpolar connection. It thus has a regional rather
than a technical / methodological focus (like the successful maritime
archaeology center) and it is unlikely that the skills and expertise
developed over a decade of SILA collaboration will in fact benefit other
scholars in other departments if the SILA team is broken up and
redistributed among other offices. There will be little or no ‘leavening
effect” as SILA is the only northern center in Denmark with a primary
research mission, and other Danish intuitions have other missions not
directly compatible with the international circumpolar remit of SILA.

* International Collaboration: As noted above, there is a clear
international trend towards permanent, centrally funded northern
research and education centers around the North Atlantic basin
(Canada, US, Iceland, UK). These centers have been extremely effective
in both attracting competitive grant funding and in representing
national scholarly and educational agendas in major international
circumpolar initiatives (such as the University of the Arctic program
now hosted by Iceland). If SILA is dismantled, Denmark will be
inadequately represented in the circumpolar research community.
Individual scholars, however distinguished, will not have the same
impact or effectiveness in advancing national interests.

* Continuity : Denmark needs a stable, high quality northern research

center to provide ongoing connection to Greenland and to the rest of
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the North Atlantic region. This need will be as pressing five years from
now as today, and Greenlandic museums and institutions need
continuity in their relations with Denmark. Younger northern
researchers must be trained and positioned to provide continuity when
the current generation begins to retire in the next 5-10 years, or much
of the accomplishments of funding thus far allocated to SILA will be

lost.

Accordingly, there are strong arguments for a continuation of SILA, either on
the basis of the present arrangement, or by embedding it in the National
Museum. If SILA is absorbed back into the National Museum, careful
planning must be carried out to retain not only the key senior personnel, but
also the special programs and initiatives that have made the center effective.
A special arctic and North Atlantic center at the National Museum (however
designated) would serve to preserve the gains made by SILA for Danish
northern scholarship and deal with the issues of continuity and international

representation raised above.
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Vedrerende: Evaluering af SILA, Nationalmuseets Center for Granlandsforskning

KIIIP bemarker sig evalueringsudvalgets meget positive vurdering af SILA, herunder at
SILA har markeret sig internationalt som arkaologisk forskningscenter. KIITP kan tilslutte
sig rapportens anbefaling af] at centret viderefores. SILA mé ses som et vaerdifuldt eksempel
pé dansk-grenlandsk forskningssamarbejde, og det findes vigtigt, at samarbejdet mellem
Nationalmuseet, Grenlands Nationalmuseum og Arkiv (NKA) og de lokale grenlandske
museer fortsetter. KIIIP kan ogsd anbefale, at et fortsat SILA forbliver i et partnerskab med
NKA.

KIITP kan ligeledes tilslutte sig, at der i fremtiden leegges wget vagt pa undervisning i et
samarbejde mellem SILA, NKA og llisimatusarfik, Grenlands Universitet. Formidling af
forskningsresultater ses ogsé at vaere vigtig, og KIIIP vardsatter arbejdet med udgivelsen af
en populer publikation om Grenlands Forhistorie, ligesom det noteres med tilfredshed, at
SILA i samarbejde med NKA har planlagt en offentlig foredragsreekke i Grenland.
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Vedr.: Horing om Evaluering af SILA.

Grenlands Nationalmuseum & Arkiv (NKA) har neje gennemlest evalueringsrapporten om
SILA - Nationalmuseets center for grenlandsforskning, og vi kan overordnet sige, at vi er
helt enige i rapportens positive resultat og i dens pipegning af vigtigheden af et fortsat
samarbejde mellem de to nationalmuseer. SILA har gennem sin korte levetid forméet at give
den arkzologiske forskning i Gronland et stort left, der pd grund af de aktuelle
forskningsprojekters karakter forst og fremmest har veeret til gavn for de direkte involverede
lokalmuseer. Endvidere har SILA givet mulighed for frikeb for flere forskere fra de
gronlandske museer herunder NKA.

SILA er potentiel samarbejdspartner for alle museer i Grenland og er desuden en
forskningsmessig platform, vi har brug for i Grenland pd grund af de meget smi
forskningsmiljeer. Vi bemarker med tilfredshed den meget positive vurdering af SILAs
aktiviteter i Grenland og pd centret, samtidig med, at vi deler den opfattelse, at det er
beklageligt, at Ilisimatusarfik valgte at std udenfor samarbejdet. Det ber dog papeges, at
SILA har strakt hdnden ud til Ilisimatusarfik med forskellige undervisningstilbud, som ikke
blev modtaget.

Evalueringsrapporten har under opsummeringen angivet ti punkter, som er
evalueringspanelets anbefalinger til &ndringer og vagtninger ved centrets fortsatte bestien.

NKA er helt enig i, at SILA ber fortsette som anbefalet i en periode pd minimum 5 4r! Det
tager tid at etablere et forskningscenter, og nu har SILA etableret sig med et aktivt
internationalt kontaktnet i det forum, der beskeftiger sig med arktisk arkzologisk forskning.
Det er derfor nu og i drene fremover, at investeringen skal give udbytte. Ligeledes er vi
meget enige i, at SILA ber inkorporeres i Nationalmuseet, hvis det ikke kan lade sig gore at
viderefere centret ved ekstern finansiering,

SILA tiltrekker yngre forskere, hvilket er vigtigt sét i forhold til en aflesning af den
nuverende @ldre generation af arkaologer, der dominerer forskningen i Grenland og
Danmark. SILA er endvidere det miljs, hvor kommende grenlandske forskere vil kunne
finde et dansk-grenlandsk samt ikke mindst internationalt stisted og statte.
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NKA er enig i, at SILA forbliver en partner mellem Nationalmuseet o A sdle "s;- at
indgangen til forskningsaktiviteter i Grenland fortsat er Grenlands sNa \‘jlg@‘g‘sggﬁiﬁ&
Arkiv. il S o N
Ligeledes er vi enige i, at "Det faglige R4d” udvides med minimum 2 medlemmer fra et
fagligt miljg udenfor de to nationalmuseer for at give SILA en storre faglig professionel
vagt og inspiration indadtil og for at kunne videreudvikle den faglige dialog mellem
cksterne akademiske miljger og den daglige ledelse. NKA kan kun vare enig i, at SILA gar
ind i undervisningsmessige aktiviteter, herunder tiltag der er orienteret mod
forskningsuddannelse, hvorfor det er naturligt, at Ilisimatusarfik medtenkes i et sadant
arrangement.

I 2001 indgik de to nationalmuseer en aftale om gensidig, udvidet og lebende adgang til
samlingerne i Nuuk og i Kebenhavn. Dette skete pi baggrund af, at overfarslerne af
arkzologisk og etnografisk materiale til Gronland afsluttedes og dermed den da bestiende
samarbejdsafiale. Dette skal ses i sammenhzng med anbefalingen om en sterre udnyttelse af
samlingerne i Nuuk af forskere og studenter baseret i Grenland og 1 Danmark. Dette kunne
ogsd komme studerende ved Ilisimatusarfik til gode og dermed NKA, og det gronlandske
museumsvasen i gvrigt, der geme skulle kunne rekruttere sine nye medarbejdere fra
Ilisimatusarfik.

Der anbefales et samarbejde vedr. forskning, udgravninger og andet feltarbejde, hvor NKA
er feltaktiv, men ogsd arkaologisk feltarbejde, hvor andre grenlandske museer kan indgd
alene. Det er primert sddan, at feltarbejdet de senere 4r er foreget, hvor SILAs direkte
samarbejdspartnere har veret museerne i Sydgrenland. Resultatet af dette har veret yderst
frugtbart, og der er al mulig grund til at opmuntre en fortszttelse heraf,

NKA kan ogsé kun tilslutte sig forslaget om, at de samlinger tilherende Gronland der
kurateres i Kebenhavn p institutioner som Antropologisk Laboratorium pé Panum Instiuttet,
Zoologisk Museum, Geologisk Museum m.v. sattes i spil i multidisciplinere programmer,
hvor SILA og NKA er involveret.

Med hensyn til SILAs forskningsmassige omdemme er det vigtigt, at forskningen kommer
ud pd tryk i internationalt anerkendte journaler, NKA er enig heri og vil understrege
vigtigheden af, at forskningen kommer ud, hvis SILA skal vere med i frontlinien i den
arktiske forskning. I de forlebne ar har SILA da ogsi selv lagt vagt pd at preesentere sine
forskningsresultater pé internationale konferencer og meder. -

Ligeledes kan vi kun hilse en mere offentlig, udadrettet virksomhed velkommen som
populzrvidenskabelige forelesninger i forskellige grenlandske sammenhange. NKA kan
helt statte dette synspunkt, s meget mere som SILA har taget initiativ til 1 indevaerende Aar at
aflevere manuskript til en popular Gronlands Forhistorie, hvori ogsé flere af staben pd NKA
deltager; bogen udgives i 2004. @nsket om at disse og andre relevante tekster gores
tilgeengelige pa grenlandsk, dansk og engelsk kan vi kun g4 ind for, men det vil dog ath&nge
af de ressourcer, der er til rAdighed. '

Det er saledes NKA's anbefaling, at SILA's aktiviteter fortsettes under inddragelse af de
konstruktive anbefalinger og forslag til justeringer, der ligger i rapporten, og som de to
parter ogsd indbyrdes har droftet.



NKA vil i den sammenheeng gerne tilbyde sin aktive, positive de!tagé[}i‘e
det kommende grundlag for samarbejdet mellem de to nationale museer ;
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Kommissionen for Videnskabelige Undersoegelser i Grenland
Formanden

Ministeriet for Videnskab, Teknologi og Udvikling
Att.: Bente Olsen

Bredgade 43

DK-1260 Kabenhavn K

Nuuk, 2003-03-11

Vedr: evalueringsrapport for SILA - Nationalmuseets Center for Grenlandsforskning.

Fra ministeriet har jeg modtaget evalueringspanelets rapport, der efterfalgende har veeret
rundsendt til kommissionens medlemmer m.h.p. evt. bemarkninger.

Efterfolgende kan jeg hermed udtale, at

e KVUG noterer sig panelets vurdering af, at SILA har markeret sig internationalt
som arkaeologisk forskningscenter af en kvalitet, der gor det oplagt at viderefore
centeret. KVUG tilslutter sig denne vurdering.

e KVUG noterer sig panelets vurdering af, at et gget samarbejde mellem SILA, NKA
og Grenlands Universitet er gnskeligt, og at tema-rammen identitet-etnicitet-
historie, der oprindeligt indgik i SILAs arbejdsopgaver, er et hensigtsmassigt
udgangspunkt herfor. KVUG tilslutter sig denne vurdering. -

* Panelet har derudover vurderinger og rekommendationer vedr. en reekke avrige
ting, som KVUG anser for velbegrundede, men i gvrigt ikke har bemarkninger til.

B p oy
Ole Marquardt .

Sekretariat: c/o Dansk Polarcenter
Strandgade 100 H, DK-1401 Kebenhavn K
Telefon: (+ 45) 32880100 Telefax: (+45) 32880101




Chefkonsulent
Bente Olsen ‘
Ministeriet for Videnskab, Teknologi og Udvikling
Bredgade 43

1260 Kebenhavn K

Bemerkninger til evalueringsrapport vedr, Center for Grenlandsforskning,
SILA ‘

Statens Humanistiske Forskningsrad (SHF) blev i brev af 11. februar 2003 bedt
om at komme med eventuelle bemarkninger til evalueringsrapporten vedr. Cen-
ter for Grenlandsforskning, SILA.

SHF har behandlet evalueringsrapporten pé sit mede den 21. marts 2003 og har
felgende bemarkninger:

Evalueringsrapporten virker yderst gennemarbejdet og er understottet af saglige
argumenter, Af premisser for vurderingen er hovedsageligt valgt centerets egne
maéls@tninger.

Rapportens konklusion er entydig pesitiv i sin evaluering af den tre-arige perio-
de, hvor SILA har eksisteret. Centeret har til fulde levet op til sine egne malszt-
ninger om at veere et center af hej professionel standard, og om at styrke forsk-
ningsmiljeet indenfor den arktiske og nordatlantiske arkologi.

Publikationerne vurderes til at veere af hej international standard. De arkeeologi-
ske feltarbejder er godt planlagte og udfarte og reprasenterer et naje udvalg af
centrale og vigtige problemstillinger inden for den arkzologiske forskning i det
norrene og Inuit. Centerets mange aktiviteter roses for at reekke ud over forsk-
ningsdelen, idet der er taget en rekke initiativer til at indgé i uddannelse og po-
pular formidling, ligesom centeret udger et nedvendigt og vigtigt bindeled mel-
lem museer i Danmark og Grenland.

Evalueringsrapporten kommer med en raekke anbefalinger: forlengelse af bevil-

linger for endnu § r, oprettelsen af et rad bestdende ogsa af medlemmer uden for
de to centrale museer, sterre deltagelse i uddannelsesforleb pa iser Grenland, fle-
re udvekslinger af ansatte og studenter mellem Grenland og Danmark, flere joint-
venture projekter, flere multi-disciplinare programmer, mere offentlig formidling

pa dansk, grenlandsk og engelsk, vedvarende produktion af hej videnskabelig
standard.

SILA har et staerkt arkeologisk fokus og inddrager bdde etnografisk, etnohisto-
risk og historisk materiale for at belyse den arkzologiske vinkel. Det starke ar-
kezologiske fokus kan i nogen grund forklares i mangel pé ressourcer og i en
funktions- og arbejdsdeling med Universitetet i Nuuk, som til gengald har prio-
riteret det etnografiske og historiske.

Forskningsstyrelsen

Ministeriet for Videnskab
Teknologi og Udvikling

Danish Research Agency

Ministry cf Science
Technology and Innovation

Statens Humanistiske
Forskningsr&d

25. marts 2003

Forskningsstyrelsen
Randersgade 60
2100 Kpbenhavn @

Telefon 3544 6200
Telefax 3544 6201
E-post forsk@forsk.dk
Netsted  www.forsk.dk
Cvr-nr., 1991 8440

Sagsnr. 760-02-0011

Ref, Jacob Kristoffer Hansen

Telefon 3544 6359
Telefax 3544 6201
E-post jkh@forsk.dk



SHF finder det beklageligt, at SILA har méttet opgive et vigtigt tema som iden-
titet, etnicitet og historic”, da netop dette tema kunne have bidraget til i sterre
mal at have opfyldt en af centerets egne mélsetninger om at forene arkzologi, hi-
storie og etnologi i et tveerfaglig samarbejde ogsd med Grenlands Universitet
frem for at resultere i en arbejdsdeling.

P4 baggrund af evalueringsrapporten finder SHF det vigtigt at understrege beho-
vet for, at der bliver fulgt op pa de anbefalinger som rapporten kommer med,
herunder at bevillingen forleenges. SHF understreger, at et vaesentligt fald i be-
villingsgrundlaget vil adelegge frugterne af den foretagne investering gennem de
sidste 4r. Nationalmuseet har gennem mange &r veeret forpligtiget og engageret i
at styrke grenlandsforskningen, som museet historisk set har veret sa betydnings-
fuld for, og der er i museet lagt et stort arbejde i etableringen af centeret SILA.
Grenlandsforskningen er stzerkt afhengig af tilfersel af eksterne midler, og
veertsinstitutionen kan ikke forventes alene at beere forskningen i fremtiden.

Endvidere vil SHF opfordre til, at man i hajere skaber mulighed for, at centret
kan spille en rolle pa forskeruddannelsesomradet bade i Danmark og pa Gren-
land, samt at nye og iser yngre forskere i form af ph.d.- og post doc.-projekter
far mulighed for at blive indlejret i centret. Dette med baggrund i, at der inden for
den cirkumpolare forskning er et stort behov for, at der snarest iveerksattes en
starre forskerrekruttering inden for den humanistiske del af det samlede arktiske
milje. KVUG (Kommissionen for Videnskabelige Undersegelser i Gronland) har
i nogen grad prioriteret forskerrekrutteringen i Grenland, mens der ikke tilsva-
rende har veret virkemidler tilstede i forhold til den danske del af miljoet, hvor
der rundt pa danske universiteter og fag sidder spredte forskere pa en reekke om-
rader som sprog, litteratur, lingvistik, historie, kultur, samfund m.fl.

Det er SHE’s indtryk, at det danske-grenlandske forskningsmilje er seerdeles
velintegreret med formelle samarbejdsrelationer i forskerskoler, netveerk, censor-
korps, sommerskoler, etc., hvoraf flere rekker ud i de internationale arktiske
forskningsmiljaer, Det er imidlertid SHF s opfattelse, at en mere overordnet
strategisk koordinering af Gronlandsforskningen i Danmark iseer pd forskerre-
krutteringsomradet vil veere med til at styrke forskningsomradets potentiale samt
sikre Danmarks position som spydspidsland inden for Grenlandsforskningen.
Konkret vil SHF foresla, at SILA, Kommissionen for Videnskabelige Underse-
gelser i Gronland, Polarcentret, Universitetet i Nuuk og museerne samtankes pa
et mere overordnet plan og opmuntres til at koordinere med forskeruddannelses-
programmerne ved danske universitetsfag og her iseer eskimologi ved Koben-
havns Universitet. Derved kan man i hajere grad dels sikre den bedst mulige ud-
nyttelse af ressourcerne og dels udnytte den synergi, en koordinering af forsknin-
gen vil afstedkomme.

Med venlig hilsen
f/Poul Holm M WZ{/%"M‘"
Formand for SHF Jacob Kristoffer Hansen

Fuldmagtig

Forskningsstyrelsen



Til
Minister for Videnskab. Teknologi og Udvikling
Helge Sander

Her
3. december 2003

Keere Helge Sander

Vi skriver til dig, fordi det er kommet til vores opmarksomhed, at der i forbindelse med den nye
finanslov ikke — som far - er afsat gremarkede midler til fortszttelse af det projekt, der gar under
betegnelsen Sila — Nationalmuseets Center for Grenlandsforskning.

Det er vores forstaelse, at Centeret derfor nu vil vare henvist til at sgge midler via forskningsridene
og eventuelle eksterne bidragsydere, og dermed i forhold til opstartsérene, hvor det var stettet direk-
te via dit ministerium, blive langt mere sérbaret — bade administrativt, teknisk og videnskabeligt.
Med det kendskab vi alle har til den stadige dalende interesse i Danmark for forskning i Grenland og
de deraf folgende stadig lavere bevillinger (og prioriteringer?) fra Forskningsrddene overfor Gran-
landsrelateret forskning, synes vi det er en hgj risiko, dit ministerium nu &dbenbart er rede til at labe
ved at overlade dette meget roste projekt til at forsgge at klare sig pa egne vinger, inden det endnu er
fuldt flyveferdigt.

Som du ved, har projektet efter sine forste fire ar, faet en meget fin uathengig forskningsmaessig
evaluering og samtidig stettes dets videreforelse af en reekke institutioner bide her og i Grenland.
Det gor det blandt andet, fordi det pa en positiv made binder noget sammen i en tid, hvor meget an-
det skilles ad. P4 kort tid, er dette projekt blevet bdde en brobygger mellem Nordens og Grenland-
fortid og nutid og mellem Danmarks og Grenlands forsknings- og uddannelsesinstitutioner. Samti-
dig er det et godt eksempel p&, hvad frivilligt samarbejde indenfor Riget, faktisk kan medfere af
positive resultater — ogsa overfor omverdenen.

Vi skal derfor opfordre dig til at undersgge, om ikke det skulle vaere muligt, at sikre dette enskepro-
jekt mod en alt for hird sg og risiko for kuldsejling ude i den hirde konkurrenceramte forskervirke-
lighed og i stedet fortsat sikre projektets videreferelse og fulde udfoldelse under dit ministerium
gennem en eller anden form for ekonomisk garanti, ogsa for de kommende fire ar.

Med venlig hilsen
Lars-Emil Johansen og Kuupik Kleist
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Ministeriet for Videnskah
Teknologi ag Udvikling
Lars-Emil Johansen
Den Nordatlantiske Gruppe i Folketinget
Christiansborg
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Ministry of Sclengs
fechnology and Innevation

4 § Ok, 2002

Keere Lars-Emil Johansen og Kuupik Kleist

Tak for jeres brev af 3. december 2003 vedrarende Nationalmuseets Center for Ministariat for Videnskab,
Gronlandsforskning (STLA) og jeres overvejelser om SILAS fremtid. Teknologl og Udvikiing
‘ Eredgade 43

Som ] ved, blev der for godt og vel et ars tid siden indgaet en politisk aftale 1260 Kebenhavn K

mellem alle Folketingets partier om en forskningsradsreforim og en 0y lov om Telafon 3332 9700

forskningsradgivning m.v. Telefox 3332 3501
E-post viu@viu .dk

Vi har med denne nye forskningsrddslov fiet de nadvendige redskaber til at sikre, Netsted  wwwvtu.dk

at alle forskningsmidler til uddaling via ridssystemet uddeles i dben konkurrence CVR-nf,. 1£80 5408

og efier en forskningsfagliz kvalitetsvurdering. Et centralt omdrejningspuskt er,
2t forskningen bliver bedemt pd egne premisser, dvs. af forskerne selv som
faglige ligemend.

Derudover kan jeg tilfaje, at en lovfastet opgave for det nye Koordinationsudvalg
bljver at virke for forskningssamarbejdet med Faraerae og Grenland.

Nir dette er sagt, vil jeg gerne nevne, at der findes n rekke ridlertidige
Drogramimer og centre, Livis bevillinger lober ud i disse ar, deriblandt bevillingen til
SILA. For disse programimer og centre grelder det, at de befinder sig i en
overgangssituation fra politiske setbevillinger til, at forskningsmidler primzmt
uddeles via forskningsradene pa basis af kvalitet og konkurrence. Disse centre, s0m
i vidt ammfang er etableret inden for nye eller srlige forskningsownrader, kan have
vanskeligt ved i Jobet af en 4-arig periode at opbygge et forskningsmiljo og
samtidig forberede en indlejring pa en eventus! vertsinstitution.

Derfor bley der med den politiske aftale om udmontning af den resterende del uf
UMTS-provenuet (3. generations mobilnét) afsat henholdsvis 25 08 35 mio. kr. i
2004 og 2005 til indlejring af forskningsprogrammey Og -Centre.
Indlejringspuljerne udmentes af forskningsradene pa baggrund af en samlet
vurdering 0g i konkurrence med andre centre/prograrmmet, der udlaber.
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Jeg vil opfordre centret til at anssge om del 1 disse midler. Det er <4 op 1l
forskningsridene at vurdere, hvordan SILA stér i konkurrencen til disse midler.
Uanset, hvad rédenes vurdering endér med, er jeg enig med jer i, at SILA har gjort
en forskel 1 det dansk-grenlandske forskninggsamarbejde.

o

Med venlig hilsen

Ministeriat for vldenskab,
Teknologl ag Udvikilng



